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ABA Election Held at Membership Meeting

By Don Gulledge
Elections were conducted at the Annual
Membership
meeting conducted Sunday
morning at the 2014
Fall Shoot and State
Championship.
Nominations were submitted for Vice-President, Secretary and

six Field Governor positions. Elections
are held every
year with the
President,
Tr e a s u r e r
and
one
Field
Governor
positions in each of
six districts to be filled

every other year. The
Vice-President, Secretary and the
other six field
governor
positions
are elected
in the other
years. Elected
officials terms are
for two years and form

the board for the ABA,
which meet quarterly
as per the organizations
by-laws. Written and
signed ballots are submitted by the attending membership for the
open positions.
continued,
see Election Results
page 15

The Event Must Go On
By Don Gulledge
The ABA held the 2014
State Championship and
Fall Shoot the 20th and
21st of September in spite
of the April tornado and the
loss of the clubhouse at
the Camp Robinson SUA Archery Ranges in Mayflower.
As shown in the May edition
of The Arkansas Bowhunter
the clubhouse and the upper range normally used
were totally decimated in
the storm but this was not
going to keep the dedicated archers and bowhunters

of the ABA from having the
normal September event
and celebrating its 55th

anniversary. If anything, it
only made the event more
important to have.

Brian Emmons, ABA Treasurer, registers Shooters at the 2014 Fall Shoot

Inside This Issue:
• Sweepstake Winners
• Reflection of 2014
• Message from the President
• Message from the Treasurer

Registration was set up
in an open gazebo erected
at the east end of the pavilion and proved to still be a
popular gathering point for
members to gather to socialize and reminisce about
all the years spent in the
clubhouse and speculate
on if the clubhouse would
be built.
The weather
seemed to cooperate in full
as both days were wonderfully warm and sunny as if
continued,
see Must Go On
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Material in The Arkansas Bowhunter may not be 1. To foster, expand and perpetuate the use of the
reproduced without written permission of the edibow in the hunting of all legal game, birds and
torial staff.
animals; and to protect, improve, and increase the
Advertising approval and rates are subject to edi- privileges of bow and arrow hunters.
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designed to acquaint the public with the bow
and its uses as a practical and humane weapon,
suitable under proper regulations for the hunting
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American continent.

DEADLINE for all material is 20 days prior to
the publishing date.

4. To foster and perpetuate a spirit of good
fellowship among bow hunters.
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President’s
Message
For years, the AGFC
wanted hunters to kill
all the wild hogs we
came in contact with
on WMA’s and on private grounds, but after years of observation
and research, the killing of a few hogs each
year has not come close
to keeping the population in control. With
the research they have
done, trapping seems to
be the best and fastest
way to control hogs.
When I heard that
the AGFC was not going to allow hunters
to kill hogs on WMA’s
except during modern
gun season, I called
J.P. Fairhead with the
AGFC and we talked
for 30 minutes . He explained what had led to
this decision and what
their goals were. Since
that first phone call, we
have had several more
conversations
about
the changes in their hog
control program.
Hogs are a very invasive creature and not
at all dumb. They can
destroy a lot of habitat
and eat more mast crop
(or any food other food
for that matter) than
deer, turkey, bear or
any small game. They

also destroy any nest
that comes into their
path and eat the eggs of
turkey and other birds
as well as young rabbits
hiding in the brush.
On some WMA’s, food
plots are destroyed after
a lot of work is done and
money
spent
planting
t h e m ,
hoping to
help the
g a m e
with food
as
well
as
provide a location for
hunters to
hunt.
Information
from the research indicated
that trapping hogs
can remove as many
as 10 trapped hogs to
one hog kill by a hunter. It also indicated that
hogs were a lot easier to
trap when they were not
disturbed or pressured.
The new Hog Trapping
Program started by the
AGFC this year involves
marking off of some
non-hunting areas in
selected WMA’s and
closing of others during the latter part of the
bow season.
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During one of my
conversations
with
J.P., we discussed if it
was fair for gun hunters to be able to take
hogs during gun season and yet not allow a
bowhunter to take hogs
during archery season.
He thought about this
point and indicated
to me that this may
change next year, that
bowhunters may be
given the opportunity
to take hogs next year
during archery season.
This is not written in
stone, but could happen if we consistently
remind them of continued interest.
The Arkansas Bowhunters
Association
and the AGFC have
helped each other on
several programs
throughout the
years.
T h i s
cooperation
h a s
helped
the ABA
h a v e
some input
on
bowhunting in Arkansas and
benefitted all
bowhunters in
the state.
I hope that bowhunters will support
the AGFC Hog Trapping Program and help
control the feral hogs

in Arkansas. What we
bowhunters need to do
is if we come up on a
hog trap, don’t go near
it. If you come up on a
sounder of hogs on any
WMA, try not to spook
them and call the AGFC
with the location of the
sounder. If we can help
with this program and
can control or eradicate
the hog population on
WMA’s, we may get the
turkey population up
to the point of having
a longer season. Ideally, this may lead to
us working on getting
an archery turkey season before the firearms
season. It could also
help produce a healthier deer herd with bigger
antlers.
There are parts of
this program the ABA
has debated changes to,
like the closing of some
WMA’s in late winter
and marking off of areas
for no hunting. Hopefully this will change
over the next few years.
If this program works,
it should only last a few
years. We, as bowhunters, need to HELP IT
WORK.
Remember to always
walk with CHRIST JESUS, be ethical and always wear your safety
gear and a full body
harness.
Editors Note: I had to look it up,
but a “sounder” is the proper way
to describe a herd of hogs.

‘Jello’ Jim Myers
President
Arkansas Bowhunters Association
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ABA
Vice
President’s

Message

I hope everyone enjoyed the Fall Shoot.
Congratulations to the winners of the bows. Jack Smith won the
2014 Tornado Commemorative recurve crafted by Kenny Cartwright and Scott Sartain won the Elite Energy 32 compound bow.
Both bows were the grand prizes for participants in the Bowhunters Bonanza Shoot. Anyone entering the Bowhunter Bonanza shoot
was eligible for the bow drawings.
The Bowhunter Bonanza Shoot was really something to see. This
bunch really stacked them in there. Shawn Ritchie finally won the
shoot by about six inches after a very intense shoot off.
The help on the range set up and take down was great this year.
Maybe by next fall we will have better accommodations.

Must Go On
continued from page 1

to make up for the damage
caused earlier in the year.
The upper range was
not usable due to damage but the lower range
was still open due to the
efforts of some of the local ABA members devoting numerous hours clearing and cutting trees that
had been downed. Instead
of the upper range being
used, a new range starting just outside of the big
horse barn was cleared out
for the traditional divisions
and the hunter division for

to one lucky traditional
shooter and one wheel bow
shooter that had registered
to shoot in the bonanza
shoot. As was the case last
year, it was only necessary
to register and participate
in the shoot to qualify for
the drawing for either one
of the bows. (See the article on the giveaways in this
edition.) A very good turnout was seen for this novelty shoot and was enjoyed
by many bowhunters out to
sharpen their skills for the
real deal.
Some of the other offerings
were vendor booths with
vendors offering loads of
equipment at more than

Hope everyone has a safe hunting season and fill those freezers.
Thanks,
Roy Junyor
Vice President

Members looking over some of the prizes to be given away at the
Member Appreciation Sweepstakes celebrating the
55th Anniversary of the ABA.

the wheel shooters. This
seemed to work well as
much positive feedback
was given along with advice on how to improve on
a good thing.
The Bowhunter’s Broadhead Bonanza was also set
up for shooters to break out
the sharps and insure the
bows and other equipment
was set up for the upcoming
archery deer season. This
year an Elite compound
bow and a handmade
tornado commemorative
long bow were given away

reasonable prices. A Sunrise Worship service was
also conducted on Sunday
morning by Bo Weaver and
Family. Elections were also
conducted at the Open Annual Membership meeting
(see article).
All in all, over 100 shooters
were registered for one of
the two days the event took
place and a good time was
had by all.
Please plan on attending
the ABA’s Spring Shoot and
swap those hunting success stories.
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ABA/ROGER R. MAYNARD
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

2015 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

POSTMARK DEADLINE FEBRUARY 2, 2015

NAME____________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________
PHONE _________________________________________________________________________
ABA MEMBER’S NAME/RELATIONSHIP____________________________________________
Prior 2 year membership required

PARENTS _______________________________________________________________________
FATHER’S OCCUPATION__________________________________________________________
MOTHER’S OCCUPATION ________________________________________________________
GRADE POINT AVG _________CLASS RANKING___________ ACT/SAT Score __________
MAJOR ________________________________________________________________________
COLLEGE YOU PLAN TO ATTEND
OR/ARE PRESENTLY ATTENDING _________________________________________________
OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS RECEIVED________________________________________________
BRIEFLY LIST SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES, HONORS & AWARDS
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
ATTACH TRANSCRIPT
ATTACH ESSAY - 250 word minimum - Why you would like to receive this scholarship.
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I’ve been writing safety articles for this newsletter for
about two years and have
tried to emphasize tree-stand
safety, arrow safety, and how
cold and warm temperatures
can be a hazard while out
bowhunting, but one of the
biggest things we need to
remember is very simple.
Bowhunting is, for the most
part, a one-man sport and
that’s what we all love about
it. We can go to our favorite
hunting area to be alone, observe nature and the wilderness at its finest; but that in
itself is the main hazard.
In every bowhunter education and hunter education
class that we teach, we emphasize the use of a hunt
plan. A hunt plan is simply
letting someone know where
you’re hunting and when
you plan to return. So many
times we jump in our truck
and take off to deer camp or
a local wildlife management
area without telling anyone
where we are going.
Here is my question to everyone reading this article.
How long would it take for
someone, i.e. your spouse,
mother, father, friend or
some other loved one to

by J.D. Crawford

come find you if you’re
hurt and can’t easily call for
help? That loved one probably wouldn’t even realize
something was wrong until

you didn’t come home that
night. They desperately try
to call and find out where
you are, but you’re unconscious and can’t answer
your phone or you’re in an
area with poor cellular service with a severe injury. If
you’ve done the smart thing
and let someone know where
you’re hunting, help can be
on its way. If you haven’t, it
will be a long night and the
chances of you surviving a

life threating injury will be
greatly reduced.
The point to my entire article is this; before we go out
hunting make sure and let
someone know where you
will be hunting and when
you plan on returning, so
that if something does go
wrong your friends or loved
ones can come to your aid.
Above all, remember to be
safe so that you can have
many years of bowhunting
enjoyment. Hunt Safe!
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shooter. As he moved in closer,
By Hunter Gould
On October 4th of 2014, I I began to shake uncontrollably. I
learned that bow hunting is much had to release my bow and take
more than just killing a deer. I a second and tell myself to calm
learned a lesson that I will carry down to make a good shot. I did
so and drew my bow back when he
with me for the rest of my life.
It was my second time bow was behind a tree. He continued to
hunting and hunting out of a work his way closer. Once he came
climber. I have hunted with muz- into a shooting spot at eight yards,
zleloaders and modern guns for I stopped him and took the shot.
years but never bow hunted until The sound the arrow made upon
impact was unforgetthis year. As I am not
table. I knew I had hit
the best with heights,
him and could see my
the climber was a little
arrow poking out of
different for me. Howhis side. At the time
ever, I put into action
I was only pulling 45
all the steps I learned
lbs, as that is what the
in the bowhunting
bow was set at when
class I took and made
I first got the bow a
sure everything I could
few years back. I texdo was right. Getting
ted Chris telling him I
into the stand a little
had just shot a nice 8
late helped as I could
point, which he did not
see what I was doing
believe, seeing as he
going up the tree and A very proud Hunter
Gould with his first deer
make sure I was doing taken with a bow. had just got out of the
tree 15 minutes before.
so safely. My stepI climbed down as Chris
father, Chris Martin, and I set up
in the same area about 20 yards walked back to where we were
apart to have shots at two main hunting. We went to the spot of
trails that came through the area. impact and immediately found
I was set up over an old salt lick blood with air bubbles in it indiin the ground that the deer contin- cating a lung shot. We contacted
ued to hit and made a crater in the Brian Emmons, a good friend, felground. Not much was happen- low hunter and leader in the Aring until about 8:30AM, when we kansas Bowhunters Association
had turkeys begin to gobble and and he told us to give the deer a
come into the area. Still not much good two hours to expire. He was
action but I could say that I saw hunting in the same area and was
something at least. Chris got my going to help us locate this deer.
attention and told me he had to get We backed out and gave the deer
down and head to the jeep to get two hours to expire. After those
on a conference call for work. He two hours we headed back to track
climbed down quietly and headed my first bow kill. The blood trail
led us down a finger for a quarter
out.
Not 15 minutes after he had of a mile, where we lost the blood
left the tree, I heard some ruffling trail. We continued to scour the
to my right. I figured it would long finger. I jumped the deer but
be just a small game animal as could tell he had his head down.
Chris had just made noise getting Knowing he was getting tired and
down. Boy was I wrong! I went wore out we backed out and left
ahead and stood up and grabbed him over night.
The next morning, we headmy bow, just as the bow class
taught me. Sure enough, I saw a ed back to where I had jumped the
large brown body behind a fallen deer and began following the blood
oak tree. Then he lifted his head trail again. Seventy yards into it,
and I could only focus on horns. I we lost the trail again. We made
only saw his left tines but it was our way down to a county road
enough to justify that he was a where we knew deer liked to cross
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and checked for tracks and blood. deer out of the water to find part
On the bordering lease's side of the of my arrow and broad head lodged
road, we found a pin drop of blood into the buck's sternum. The bow
on a 7-Up can. Knowing a member poundage was not enough to pierce
of the lease, we gained permission through, obviously. The buzzards
to track the deer on their land and picking the rib cage clean in less
kept going. Another few yards into than 24 hours was astonishing, but
the track, we once again lost the also a downer, as we could not
blood trail. With the arrow broken keep any of the meat. We detached
off inside, we figured it was clog- the head to take home as a token
ging the entrance hole. We knew of our success.
In all, we spent 11 full
deer usually head to water when
shot so we figured he would head to hours searching for this deer.
the nearest water source. The clos- There was no better feeling than
est water was an old canal used by wrapping my hands around my
Loggers years ago to transport logs first bow killed horns. This hunt
to the river so we decided to head hooked me on the sport of bow
hunting. Having to
that way.
track this deer about
Once we reached
a mile did not turn
the canal, Chris and I
me away, it taught
split up and went opme life lessons.
posite directions to
This entire encounsearch the canal. The
ter and chase taught
plan was to travel a
me much more than
couple hundred yards
I ever could have
and call the search
imagined. I believe
off, seeing as we had
God put this encounno blood to track. I
ter in my life to show
saw something floatme that persistence
ing in the canal,
which I thought may Persistence pays off for pays off. Seeing as I
Hunter.
am in college, I can aphave been a back of
ply this not only in my
the deer. It turned out
to be just a tire, which made me life now, but throughout my entire
travel farther than planned. Com- life.
I cannot thank Mr. Brian and
ing up on the tire, a flock of 20 or
30 buzzards rose up and flew off. my step-dad enough for not only
I knew something was dead, but it teaching me the ways of hunting
was behind a group of trees lying and being an ethical hunter, but
across the creek. I made my way also spending their own time in
over there and saw the rib cage of helping me recover my first deer
a deer completely picked clean, with a bow.
along with one horn sticking out of
Editors Note: Congrats to Hunter
the water.
Chris and I met back up and Gould for a successful hunt and
crossed the canal. Let me tell you, ethical actions that reflects on himthe mud was thick and the water self. Hunter is an ABA member
had an awful odor! We drug the with his step-father, Chris Martin.

Hunter’s Choice, Inc.
Archery Sales & Service.....Firearms

Larry Guinn
Owner

hunterschoiceconway.com

501-327-2697

1120 Jims Lane
Conway, AR 72032

Email: lhunters@conwaycorp.net
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Clubhouse Jan 2014

Clubhouse April 2014
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Fall Shoot and State
Championship
Sep 2014

Maynard Scholarship Shoot
May 2014

Spring Shoot
Feb 2014
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Winners of the 2014 Bowhunter Bonanza
Drawing and the ABA’s 55th Anniversary Membership Sweepstakes Announced
By Brian Emmons
Congratulations to the Winners of the 2014 Bowhunter Bonanza Drawing and the ABA Membership
Appreciation Sweepstakes celebrating the 55th year anniversary of the Arkansas Bowhunters Association.

Elite Bowhunter Bonanza Participant Winners for 2014
The winner of the hand-made recurve bow was Jack Smith. This
was a very nice bow crafted by Kenny Cartwright. Kenny made
this 2014 Commemorative Bow symbolizing the damage done
by the April tornado. Congratulations to Jack for winning this
fine piece of artwork. Sorry we didn’t have a picture of Jack to
include.
Congratulations to Scott Sartain for winning the new Elite
Energy 32 compound bow. This bow was given away to one
lucky participant of the Bonanza compound division. This
bow was donated by Elite Archery.

ABA 55th Year Anniversary Membership Appreciation Sweepstakes Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the ABA’s 2014 Membership Appreciation Sweepstakes. To help celebrate our 55th year as the leading bowhunters
association, we decided to have a sweepstakes to give a little back to our members. We set aside some money and decided to put together 3 prize
packs and give it to 3 of our members. All you had to do to be eligible is be a current member. There was no special signing up, no additional money,
and no event you had to attend. We took all the current members names, created cards, and put them in a box. We drew 3 names from the box at the
fall state tournament.
Package 2 contained a Big Game 17’ Nexgen
Stealth DX Ladder Stand, a pair of Nikon
Monarch 8x42 Camo Binoculars, ABA T-shirt,
ABA cap, and other ABA gear. The Winner of
this package was JEFFERY WACHTENDORF of
Russellville.

Package 1 contained a Big Game Ground
Blind, a Bushnell Laser Range Finder with
ARC, ABA T-shirt, ABA cap, and other
ABA gear. The winner of this package
was CHRISTOPHER CHRISTENSEN of Fort
Smith.

Package 3 contained a Big Game Prodigy
Hang on, Garmin GPSMAP 62s GPS, ABA
T-shirt, ABA cap, and other ABA gear. The
winner of this package was
DEWAYNE MILLSAP of Conway.

We really appreciate everyone for being a member and are considering having another sweepstakes again in 2015. If at all possible we will try to make this event bigger next year. We are looking
for sponsors for this event. So if you know of anyone who would like to help just let us know.
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A Day to Remember
By Rex Duncan
On January 1st of
2013, I told my wife,
Karen, I was going to
the stand early. I love
this tree; I had already
shot a 10 point that
scored 140 from it
in November of the
previous year.
As I was putting my
hunting pants on, I
knew I was going to
have to wear hip boots
as well because of
high water. I was hurriedly getting dressed
in order to get into the
stand by 2 pm, hoping
to see the big 9 point
I was getting pictures
of at that stand. As I
said, I love this tree.
As I crossed the
water, I thought of
deer that I had shot
from that tree in the
past. One buck I had
killed had been a
156 incher that had

weighed in at 310
pounds. I also thought
of my son, Josh, who
had also hunted out of
that same tree.
Reaching the base
of the tree, I tied my

slipping off in my
mind.
As I fell the almost
24 feet to the ground,
I knew I was in trouble. I quickly found
myself lying on the

Rex Duncan and a 12 point buck taken from his
favorite tree. The buck scored 155 6/8.

bow onto a haul line
and began to climb.
Upon reaching the top
of the steps, I put my
foot on the top step
and gave a push. I
can still see my foot

ground, thinking that I
very well may die right
there. I finally got my
breath back and got
up to begin the long
wade home.
To make a long story short, five months
later I had surgery
on my shoulder to
repair a rotator cuff
that had been torn to
pieces. My fall from
my favorite tree had
also pulled 2 tendons
loose from the joint
and had torn a bicep
muscle completely

loose.
I guess you should
know by now that I
was not wearing a
harness or any kind of
fall prevention gear.
Thanks to therapy and
a good doctor that
put me back together
again, I made it.
The boy’s at
Mack’s Sport Shop
ordered some new
limbs for the bow that
had been damaged in
the fall as well and I
was ready for the next
season coming up
this year. I now own
a safety harness and
made sure my grandson has one as well.
The 2012-2013
hunting season was
a great one for me. I
killed two bucks during the season. Now
I am having back and
leg trouble from the
damage the fall did. I
just hope I can climb
by deer season this
year…and you can bet
I will have a safety
harness on when I do.
I waited until I was 59
years old to fall and
get smart enough
to wear a harness.
Please buy one and
use it.
Editors Note: Mr. Rex
Duncan is ABA Life
Member # 65
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Thank You from the Editor

It has been my honor
and privilege to serve the
Arkansas Bowhunters Association since February of
2010 as the Editor of The
Arkansas Bowhunter. Due
to personal challenges and
major changes in both my
home life and work life, this
is my last volume as Editor
of the Arkansas Bowhunter
newsletter.
It hasn’t always been and
is still not easy for me as this
was totally out of my comfort
zone when I was asked to do
this. As a matter of fact, I
just mentioned that I would
not mind being part of the
newsletter as a sometimes
writer when the founder of
the newsletter, Keith de Noble, had to step away from
it completely. Sometimes ya
gotta be careful what you
wish for. I wound up not
only being the only reporter
for the newsletter, I wound
up being the only person
on the newsletter staff. It
was quite a struggle at first
because “I’m not a writer.”
Over the past 4 years, I have
discovered that I’m still not
a writer but that everyone
has a story to tell and if you
can ever get someone telling that story it’s just another step to get them to write
it down.
About 2 years ago, I approached some the Executive Committee members
at a meeting and asked/
begged them for some much
needed direct help. Roy
Junyor, J.D. Crawford and
Brian Emmons stepped up
and we formed a newsletter
committee. With all of us

writing and me acting as the
person putting all the stories
together to send to the layout person, we had found a
winning formula. It was like
winning a tournament as a
team.
We
t h e n
found a
p erso n
that had
some
experie n c e
w i t h
putting a newsletter together. This was especially great
because I had absolutely no
experience with how to layout a newsletter and spent
literally days trying to teach
myself. It was a lost cause.
This person, Brian Mortier,
has been fantastic with his
talented touch. I still put
in hours getting everything
ready but it was not days
to build the actual layout of
the paper.
I want to thank everyone
for their support over the
last 4 years. I can’t even
start to list everyone that
has played a part in making
this a wonderful publication
and something that I hope
everyone looked forward
to getting each quarter. I
can, however, thank the
people that had a direct impact. Thanks to Jeff Smith,
Jello Myers, Roy Junyor, J.D.
Crawford, Brian Emmons
and Tom White. Tom spent
a lot of time on the phone
with me trying to educate
me on how to even get

started. Thank you to everyone who has ever submitted
a story. Thanks to everyone
that I have ever bothered
to take a photo. Thanks to
all the members of the ABA
for your
moral
s u p port.
I
hope to
stay involved
w i t h
whatever follows as Jello said he
is working on something to
take the place of the paper.

This has to be
one of the best
organizations
I have ever been
a part of.

EAT MORE DEER!

The website under Brian
Emmons has really become
a way of keeping up with
what is going on in the ABA
but there is still a need for
something for members to
actually hold onto.
This has to be one of the
best organizations I have
ever been a part of. I feel
very strongly that there has
to be someone to represent bowhunters state wide
whether they are members
or not. The ABA is that sort
of group.
				
Thanks for it all,

EAT, SLEEP, HUNT!

Don Gulledge
ABA Member

When performance matters most....
Mack’s Prairie Wings is
your one stop shop for
all your archery needs.
Brands you trust:
Elite, Mathews, Hoyt, PSE, Bear, Bowtech and
Diamond Archery
Full Service Pro Shop offering over 30 years
of combined experience
Custom Macde Strings to fit any bow
Bow Tuning by the experts
Bowfishing Supplies

Archery started off as a hobby, then
turned into a passion. It later grew
to an obsession and is now my career.
~ Jody Smith
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Proposal for refuge expansion scrapped
WASHINGTON -- The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on Tuesday
dropped plans to gradually purchase land to nearly
double the size of the Dale
Bumpers White River National Wildlife Refuge in
southeast Arkansas.
The Fish and Wildlife
Service considers the
White River Refuge to be
one of the most important
places for wintering waterfowl in North America.
It is also home to the only
native black bear population in the state. The plans

would have expanded
the refuge’s “acquisition
area,” specifying what
land the federal government wanted to purchase
from willing owners.
The 160,756-acre refuge
was established in 1935
to protect ducks, geese
and other migratory birds.
It was renamed for Bumpers, a former Arkansas
governor and U.S. senator, in April. The refuge
stretches from U.S. 79
near Clarendon south
nearly to Arkansas 1 and
Dumas in Desha County.

The agency had proposed
adding another 125,349
acres to the acquisition
boundary in the area surrounding the refuge and
south to the mouth of the
Arkansas River at the
Mississippi River.
People who own land
within the expanded acquisition area could have
chosen to sell to the
government, but sales
would’ve been optional.
Funds to purchase the
land would have come
from the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund and
the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
David Viker, Southeast
regional chief of the National Wildlife Refuge
System, said by phone
that there wasn’t enough
money or local support to
justify moving forward,
especially when the government is working to expand the Cache River and
Felsenthal National Wildlife refuges in Arkansas.
He said nearly half of
the land near the White
River Refuge is owned by
Anderson Tully Lumber
Co. and rented to hunting
clubs, whose members
were vocal about wanting
ownership of the land to
remain private.
“We didn’t want to set up

false expectations, and
we listened to the public,”
Viker said. “If budgets
hadn’t reduced and we
had overwhelming support, we probably would
have gone forward.”
He said it could be decades
before the agency has
bought up the hundreds
of acres of land within
the acquisition areas of
the Cache River Refuge,
near Cotton Plant, and the
Felsenthal Refuge, near
Crossett.
“We just have so much
other work, it just didn’t
make sense to pursue the
White River expansion
and set up expectations,”
Viker said. “Had we gone
forward and expanded the
boundaries, there would
have been some expectation that we would start
to do work and purchase
lands when in that state
alone there’s so much
more work to be done.”
Viker said it will likely
be a long time before
the agency considers the
White River Refuge expansion again.
“It would be the distant
future. If we got support
from the public in coming
years we would reconcontinued,
see Proposal

next page
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Proposal
continued from page 12

sider it, but not for some
time,” he said.
David Carruth, the former
president of Arkansas
Wildlife Federation and
who lives in Clarendon,
said it is disappointing
that the Fish and Wildlife Service backed away
from the expansion.
Although hunting in a refuge can be more restrictive than on private land,
not everyone can afford to
rent private land or join a
hunting club, he said.
“I’m a little disappointed
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because there’s that much
less public land available
to hunt,” he said. “I guess
the politics were just too
much because it makes all
the sense in the world for
that to be [a] refuge.”
Tom R. MacKenzie
Media Relations Specialist and
Native American Liaison
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Southeast Region
1875 Century Blvd Ste 410
Atlanta, GA 30345-3319
404-679-7291
Fax:404-679-7286
Cell: 678-296-6400
http://www.fws.gov/southeast
tom_mackenzie@fws.gov

Reprinted from the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

Delta Bowhunters Say
“Good-Bye”

Delta Bowhunters, a club started in 1980 and I joined in
1989 called it “quits” earlier this year due to lack of workers and attendance of shooters.
With 50 shooters last fall and 30 this spring, we decided
to close our club. We gave all of our targets and half of the
money we had to a local 4-H group in DeWitt. The other
half of our money is going to The Roger R. Maynard Scholarship Fund. Both should get about $3,500 each.
We wish to thank all who worked and came to shoot. I’ll
miss all of you as well as cooking for you at our shoots.
From all of us at Delta;
THANKS
Rex Duncan
ABA Life Member #65
Editors Note: It’s truly sad to see a club go under. Especially one with 34 years of history. Let us hope that someday
this club can come back to provide more long years of fellowship to the bowhunters and shooters of the area.

Words Treasurer
from the

By Brian Emmons

Greetings. I hope everyone is enjoying your hunting season. October marked
a close of another business year for the ABA. I want to take this time and try to
recap it for you. I know this is a lot of fact and figures. But this is your money and
you have a right to know where it is going.
As I mentioned in my last article, we have been working hard to create a budget
and track our expenditures based on that budget. This year we tried to break everything up into 4 categories: Tournaments, General Membership, Urban Hunts,
and Merchandise. We probably need a fifth category to separate the scholarship
program out. But this year we didn’t do that. I would like to recap each of these
four categories to give you a general understanding of where the money went.
Membership – We went through several changes in the membership management this year that added a little expense to the bottom line. But overall the
memberships were up from last year. I am proud to say that we had 10 members become life members this year bringing our total life members to 296. Just
over 675 members either renewed their existing membership or became new
members. We still have several memberships that are in the process of renewing. So those will be counted in next year’s report. Our current membership is
around 1,600 with just over 1,200 being active members. Membership, selling
ads, and miscellaneous income added up to be $14,333. We had offsetting
expenses of $15,207. The expenses covered several things like the newsletter,
accounting fees, office supplies, website expense and membership management expenses. As you can see we did fall a little short on covering all the cost
of membership management by about $875. We will be working on managing
this a little better for the 2015 year.
Tournaments – The tornado caused us to spend more than we had originally
planned. But overall we didn’t have that bad of a year. This year we had 3
tournaments that brought in $7,833. This includes the $2,600 we brought in for
the Maynard Scholarship. That money will be deposited into the scholarship account and used only for scholarships. This year we had to repair and/or replace
several targets. We spent about $2,600 on targets. Trophies, door prizes, and
range supplies came up to be another $4,605. We also handed out $1,500 in
scholarships. Overall expense for tournaments were $8,684. We fell short on
covering all our expenses by $851. In 2015, we will not have a lot of expense
with targets. We will be better off this next year.
Urban Hunts – We lump several things into this category as it helps cover
the majority of our expenses. We had 479 members participating in the Urban
hunt this year. This brought in $15,951. $2,395 went directly to the “Hunters
Feeding the Hungry” program. This left $13,556 to cover the expenses. The
Urban hunts provide the funding for our education activities, donations to youth
programs like National Archery in Schools Program (NASP), Insurance, and
travel expenses for the Urban Hunts. The tornado destroyed one of our trailers
we use for education. We had to replace it. This was a $2,368 expense we had
not planned on. When you sum up all the expenses we expect the Urban hunts
to cover it came out to $13,391. Subtracting that from the $15,951, we came out
to the positive by $2,560.
Merchandise – We changed the T-shirts for 2015 and started selling them
during mid-summer. We spent more on them that we had originally budgeted.
But we wanted to offer a variety of sizes and colors. The new caps and t-shirts
cost us $3,150. We have sold $2,368 in merchandise. We fell a little short of
expectations by $782. We wanted to sell enough to cover the expenses. The
good news is we have plenty of inventory for 2015 and will not be spending as
much for merchandise.
Overall – Overall we had a good year even though we were only $58 in the
black. The Urban Hunts are going well. We have a strong relationship with the
Game and Fish and are expecting the 2015 Urban Hunts to be bigger than
ever. We had a great turnout for our tournaments. And, most of all, the Executive Committee is working hard to
make this a better association without
breaking the bank. I am very happy
with the progress we made this year. I
look forward to more progress in 2015.
Several members are volunteering to
help and providing great ideals. Over
the next couple of months, we’ll be putting together our 2015 plan and budget.
We are open to all comments and suggestions. We’re here to represent you
and make this a better association for
you. So, let us know if there are things
you feel we can do better. Now, let’s go
back to the woods and enjoy the rest of
the season.
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ABA Business Partners

Crockpot
deer chili
Ingredients:
Ground Venison - 2 lbs
Kidney Beans, drained - 2
15oz cans
Black Beans, drained - 2 15
oz cans
Diced Tomatoes - 2 15 oz cans
Onions, chopped - 2

Green Pepper, chopped - 1
Garlic cloves, crushed - 4
Ground Cumin - 1 tbs
Chili Powder - 2 tbs
Hot Pepper Sauce - 1 tbs
Salt - 1 tsp
Olive Oil

Instructions:
Saute Onions and Garlic in a pan over medium heat,
add ground venison after 5 minutes and cook venison
until brown. While the venison is cooking, add the remaining ingredients to the crock pot. Add Onions, Garlic and Venison when venison is brown. Stir ingredients
and cook on low for 8 hours, or on high for 4 hours.

Archery Addiction, LLC Mary J’s Country Café
#1 Ethel Road
398 Hempstead 7
Ethel, AR 72048
Hope, AR 71801
870-703-0577
K & D Grocery
1381 Hwy 33
Casscoe, AR 72026
870-673-3323

White’s Auto Repair
627 Hwy 153
Almyra, AR 72003
870-673-6539

The ABA Business Partner Program puts
your name in front of the ABA membership
for only $25.00 in each edition of
The Arkansas Bowhunter.
Enroll your business TODAY!

Membership Application
Annual membership in the Arkansas Bowhunters Association entitles you and all members of your
household to participate in activities of the organization. Life Membership has the same benefits
without the payment of annual dues or fees.

PLEASE PRINT: 								
DATE:______________
MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION:
ANNUAL ($15.00)
LIFE ($250)
						
NEW MEMBER
RENEWAL
NAME:_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________
CITY:_________________________________ STATE:______ ZIP:_________________
TELEPHONE (HOME):______________________ (WORK):______________________
REFERRING MEMBER: __________________________________________________
HOME CLUB (if applicable):________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter via email
Please complete this form
and mail with your remittance to:

Arkansas Bowhunters Association
P.O. Box 23264
Little Rock, AR 72221-2832
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Election
Results

This year’s election results were:
Vice President: Roy Junyor
was re-elected for a second term.
Secaretary: Dee Weaver
was elected for her first term.
District 1(Northwest):
Heath Brashear
District 2 (Northeast):
Lance Rochelle
District 3 (Central):
J.D. Crawford
District 4 (Southwest):
Bo Weaver
District 5 (Southeast):
John Robertson
District 6 (North-Central):
Eric Deckelman
All terms begin effective 1 October 2014.
Congratulations to all of the newly elected representatives and officers.

Current ABA Districts
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Arkansas Bowhunters Association, Inc.
Executive Committee
2013-2014

President:
Jim Myers
P.O. Box 285
Gould, AR 71643
870-374-0134

Vice President:
Roy Junyor
P.O. Box 1021
Greenbrier, AR 72058
501-733-7245

Treasurer:
Brian Emmons
51 Schultz Rd.
Vilonia, AR 72173
(501) 796-8900

Secretary:
Dee Weaver (16)

Immediate Past President:
Jeff Smith
894 Grant 10
Sheridan, AR 72150
501-540-6385

Legislative Chairman:
Jim Myers
P.O. Box 285
Gould, AR 71643
870-374-0134

870-406-2111

Field Governors

District 1: Northwest
Heath Brashear (16)
479-641-7785
District 2: Northeast
Lance Rochelle (16)
501-605-4382

District 3: Central
J.D. Crawford (16)
10 Sarah Ct.
Greenbrier, AR 72058
501-733-9126
District 4: Southwest
Bo Weaver (16)
870-796-0627
District 5: Southeast
John Robertson (16)
Info not available
District 6: North Central
Eric Deckelman (16)
501-253-0850

Shawn Ritchie (15)
P.O.Box 226
Pottsville, AR 72858
479-280-2462
Ken-Tay Heigle (15)
1675 Floral Rd.
Concord, AR 72523
501-206-8604

Mike Rossie (15)
553 Round Mtn. Rd.
Conway, AR 72034
501-470-1194

Wade Tucker (15)
409 Hubbard Rd.
Conway, AR 72034
(501) 428-0016
Keith Wood (15)
1019 S. Main
DeWitt, AR 72042
870-946-3046
DeWayne Spangler (15)
973 S. AR 9 Hwy.
Melbourne, AR 72556
870-373-8098
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TheSTORE
THE ABA

TͲShirts —$12
AvailableSizes:Youth—(YM,YL)
Adult—(S,M,L,XL,2XL,3XL)
Color:Tan,Purple,Yellow,Gray 




ABA Store

Caps—$14
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City,State,Zip
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Email





OrderingInstructions:
Pleasefillintheformandmailitwithyourcheckto: ArkansasBowhuntersAssociation—POBox23264—LittleRockArkansas72221.
Pleaseallow4to6weeksfor delivery.

