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Tornado

rips through
Vilonia & Maylower
Damages Camp Robinson
SUA Archery Range
Everyone by this time is
aware of the massive EF-4
plus tornado that ripped
through the towns of Vilonia
and Mayflower on the night
of the 27th of April 2014. All
of our thoughts and prayers
go out to the victims of this
terrible storm. This storm
will be remembered for a
very long time by not only
a lot of Arkansas residents,
but residents of Mississippi
and Alabama as well.
It not only affected the
towns of Vilonia and Mayflower but it also decimated
the camping area, clubhouse
and archery ranges at the
Camp Robinson Special
Use Area used by the Central Arkansas Bowhunters,
Traditional Bowhunters of
Arkansas and the Arkansas
Bowhunters
Association.
Also heavily damaged was
the home of Josh Fortner,
the AGFC manager of the

Camp Robinson SUA. Fortunately no one was injured
at the Fortner’s home. Roof
damage and debris, however, was heavy.
Roy Junyor, ABA Vice
President, and other ABA
members were able to walk
the ranges a few days after
the storm. Roy reported that
the Upper range had large
amounts of trees blown down
and would take major work
to be usable again. He also
stated that the Lower Range
had received a lot of damage but could be cleared for
use with a few days of work.
The Practice Range did not
seem to have any apparent
damage and was usable. He
felt that the Jack Witt Range
could be cleared and useable
for a 3D range but has been
dormant for years and would
require attention before being usable.
The biggest loss for the
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Clubhouse 3 days after the Tornado April 2014

Clubhouse in Jan 2014

Range area was on the opposite side of the road from
the ranges. The Club- house
used for events was a total loss with the exception
of the wall with the chimney and an adjacent wall.
The roof was totally blown
away. Virtually all of the

contents of the Club-house
were blown away along
with all of the plaques and
pictures of decades of use
by different organizations.
continued,
see Tornado
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The Mission of the
Arkansas Bowhunters Association
Since 1959

Material in The Arkansas Bowhunter may not be 1. To foster, expand and perpetuate the use of the
reproduced without written permission of the edibow in the hunting of all legal game, birds and
torial staff.
animals; and to protect, improve, and increase the
Advertising approval and rates are subject to edi- privileges of bow and arrow hunters.
torial recommendation and approval of the ABA
Executive Committee.
2. To cooperate with Federal and State
Don Gulledge
Governments, sportsman and conservation
Phone: 501-730-8855
organizations in the propagation and conservation
E-Mail: don@arkansasbowhunters.org
of game and its natural habitat, the forest and
fields.
Publishing Dates:

The Arkansas Bowhunter is published quarterly
on the above dates.

3. To conduct a continuous educational program
designed to acquaint the public with the bow
and its uses as a practical and humane weapon,
suitable under proper regulations for the hunting
of all game animals, fish and birds on the
American continent.

DEADLINE for all material is 20 days prior to
the publishing date.

4. To foster and perpetuate a spirit of good
fellowship among bow hunters.
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President’s
Message
When I was a lad around
8 or 9 years old, living in
McGehee AR, there was
about a 40 acre block of
woods about an eighth
of a mile behind the
neighborhood I grew up
in. The other boys and I
would go to these woods
and cut small trees and
branches and make bow
and arrows. During this
time in my life, Errol Flynn
was playing Robin Hood
and he was our TV hero;
years later I found out that
Howard Hill was doing the
bow shooting in the films.
I don’t remember any of
us ever hitting anything
but a few trees, but we
had fun!
My Dad must have been
watching us shoot these
bow and arrows because
one day, when he came
in from work, he ask me
to come over to his truck.
He had gone by B. B.
Changes Sporting Goods
Store and bought me a
“for real” Ben Pearson
bow and six arrows. The
bow was $18.00 and the
arrows were 25 cents
apiece. He also had two
bales of hay and a few
paper plates for me to
shoot at.

I shot that bow for a year
and when I out grew it I
purchased another one
that cost $35.00 and arrows for 50 cents apiece.
As I grew older, I purchased
two more recurves.
The highest priced
one cost $60.00
with the arrows
going for
one dollar
apiece.
In
the late
1960’s,
a friend
of mind,
James Ashcraft, broke
his neck in a
swimming accident. One day
in the early 70’s
James showed up at
camp with a compound
bow. It had trap strap
hooks that attached the
string to the pulley cable.
I watched him shoot it
and told him that kind of
bow would never go over.
Well ya’ll know how wrong
I was and this is why I
never go to the boat and
gamble. The first compound bow I purchased
was in 1976. It was a Bear
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Whitetail Hunter and had
even more cable strings
going in all directions and
was really loud.
In the last 38 years, bows
and the extras that go
with them have changed
greatly. Bows have gone
from 160 fps to 360 fps.
The arrows are straighter
and stronger with broad
heads that tune easily and
stay sharp...I could go on
and on about all the new
tools we have to use.
The bow my Dad bought
me for $18.00 is now $400
to $1,000. The compound
went from $150 to $700
to $1200, but
with all the new
expenses, the
new toys for
bow
hunting
the one
thing
that
has not
changed
as much
is that
bowhunting is still a
close range
sport. The
shot placement
must be always
be precise and the
arrow must always be
sharp.

Regardless of whether
you are practicing, shooting in a 3D contest or
hunting, a bow shot is
still a lot of small things
that must be done right.
Whether it is a traditional
bow or a compound bow,
you still have to notch the
arrow right, grip it, draw
the weight, aim, release
and follow through. When
you do all this and the
arrow flies through the air
and either hits the animal
or the 12 ring on a 3D
target, it’s a beautiful thing
to see.
Regardless of whether
you have been shooting a
bow for 40 years or more
or are just thinking about
starting, going to a 3D
range with your friends
is great exercise, a lot of
family fun and great for
getting ready for hunting
season. You can also
see all types of bows and
make new friends at the
same time. There are
several archery clubs in
the state that you can find
a listing for either in the
newsletter or on our web
page at www.arkansasbowhunters.org.
Remember to shoot
straight, wear your safety
gear and always walk with
Christ Jesus.

‘Jello’ Jim Myers
President
Arkansas Bowhunters Association
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A Wet and Cold
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2014 ABA Spring Tournament
By Don Gulledge

The Arkansas Bowhunters Association 2014 Spring Tournament
was held on Saturday the 15th
and Sunday the 16th of March this
year at the Camp Robinson SUA
Archery Range in Mayflower, AR.
In spite of an overcast and often
rainy day on Saturday and rain all
day Sunday, over 200 shooters attended the season opener of the
ABA and the first of three ABA
Shooter of the Year tournaments.
This year also saw the addition of
two new divisions on the range;
the Known 40 Hunter Division,
featuring the use of range finders
and the Pro Bowhunter Release
Division to be held on Sunday
only. Also a first for this year, the
Recurve/Longbow Divisions, the
Barebow Division and the Hunter
Division were set up on a third

separate range behind the barn on
the west side of the area.
Saturday started out slow with
only about a dozen shooters in
attendance when the registration
began at 8am. As the morning progressed, more shooters began to
show up and by the time the range
opened at 9am around 50 shooters
had started down range. Slowly the
shooters began to arrive in ones,
twos and threes, most of them
out for their winter season- breaking first tournament, to obtain their
score cards. The atmosphere slowly began to warm up in spite of the
clouds and many “war stories” and
a few fairy tales were started about
the hunts of the past six months
and the deer, hogs and other
game that was either harvested
or missed. Friends were greeted

and Banquet

after a cold winter and handshakes
were exchanged. The rain somehow held out and most of the 150
plus shooters of the day were able
to finish the range and turn in their
scorecards for the day. By 4:30 that
afternoon over 125 cards had been
turned in for score and everyone
was beginning to leave to get ready
for the 2014 ABA Banquet.
The 2014 ABA Awards Banquet
was held this year for the first time
at the Golden Corral Restaurant in
Conway. This year featured a pay
for your own all you can eat meal
with all of the members and guests
of the ABA meeting in one of the
restaurants conference rooms. As
all of the attendees were getting
their meals and settling in at a table
with friend, Jello Myers opened up
the event by welcoming all of the
members and guests to the banquet and introducing the newly
elected officers. He briefly outlined
some of the plans that had been
discussed by the Executive board.
He also encouraged input by the
all of the members of the ABA and
stressed that it is the member’s organization. He then introduced Mrs.
Brenda Maynard, Chairperson of
the Roger R Maynard Scholarship
Board. Mrs. Maynard gave a brief
history of the Maynard Scholarship
and encouraged both members as
well as family members to apply for
the annual scholarship. She also
explained the application process
and explained the responsibilities
of the various Scholarship Committee board members. The board
consists of Travis and Brenda
Maynard, representing the Maynard family, and the officers of the
ABA Executive Board, Jello Myers,
ABA President, Jeff Smith, ABA Immediate Past President and Brian
Emmons, ABA Treasurer. She also
explained the different types of
institutions that were eligible for
awardees to attend which included
most accredited 4 year, 2 year and
Technical Institutes to include Vocational Education Schools. Mrs.
Maynard also presented the award
of the 2014 ABA/Roger R Maynard

Memorial Scholarship to the following awardees:
$500.00 award:
Erin Watkins, Dustin Wright
$250.00 award:
Hunter Gould, Austin Gibbs, Alexis
Ingram
Mr. Jim Taylor, an ABA member
from Ft. Smith, gave a presentation on the current status of the
“Proposed Expansion for the White
River National Wildlife Refuge”.
The expansion is a program that is
a joint effort of Landowners owning
land adjacent to, or surrounded,
by the White River NWA and the
AGFC and the U.S. Wildlife Service. The basic proposal involves
the voluntary sale and purchase
of these numerous acres of land to
the White River NWA managed by
the U.S. Wildlife Service in order to
expand the areas open to public
hunting and wildlife management
and conservation. This has the potential to expand the borders of the
White River NWA by over 130,000
acres. Land that would be open to
the public to hunt and enjoy the
area either hiking on the hundreds
of trails or camping on the dozens
of available camp grounds on the
WMA. Mr. Taylor has been a very
strong advocate in favor of this
project and has encouraged all
members of the ABA to submit letters of support for the acquisition
plans. The ABA, as an organization, has given its support to the
process.
Presentations by Brian Emmons,
ABA Treasurer on the fiscal business and 2014 budget were given.
A presentation on the 2014 Urban
Hunt Program in conjunction with
the AGFC and numerous municipalities was given by J.D. Crawford, the Urban Hunt Coordinator.
Mr. Crawford also addressed the
schedule for the International Bowhunters Education Program (IBEP)
given by instructors certified by
the National Bowhunters Educa-

continued,
see Tournament
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Tournament
continued from page 4
tion Foundation and presented by
ABA and AGFC personnel. Don
Gulledge also gave a short presentation on The Arkansas Bowhunter, the newsletter of the ABA,
introducing the staff members and
encouraging all members to share
their stories.
The guest speaker for this year’s
ABA Banquet was Steve “Wildman”
Wilson, AGFC Public Affairs Representative, Host of Talkin’ Outdoors,
the AGFC’s weekly outdoor show
and ABA Life Member. If you have
never attended one of “Wildman’s”
presentations, you have really
missed a very enjoyable event.
The banquet was attended by approximately 75 members and was
an awesome opportunity for ABA
members to socialize and have just
an overall good time of fellowship.
I would like to invite all of the members and family members to put
this on your calendar for next year
and plan to attend this event.
The break of dawn on Sunday
of the event began with a Sunrise
Devotional service hosted by Bo
Weaver and his family in a very
warm and blessed atmosphere.
The service was attended by approximately 20 members and was
highlighted by much heart-warming
music led by Mrs. Weaver and “joyTopBow
JohnRobertson


ProBHR
ShawnRitchie


Unlimited

KenͲTayHeigle
NickDeen
KellyMorris


HunterKnown40
ScottSartain
BoWeaver
RonnieRoberts


BowhunterRelease(BHR)
ColeReppond
ArlonSeale
RonnieAdams
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ful noises” were made by most of
the members attending. A true
blessing was had by all that attended. Special prayers were requested for friends of Mr. Weaver
that had lost a young family member and for Jello’s wife, Kay, going
in for surgery later on in the week.
Since that time, Mrs. Myers has
had successful surgery and is doing well.
By the time the Service was over
registration was well under way
and some of the most dedicated
shooters were getting cards and
registering for the 10 am Shotgun
Start. By the time the groups had
been announced and the horn
beginning the final days shoot
had been blown, a slight mist had
started and that was to be the case
for the rest of the day.
The end of all of the groups
shooting was heralded by a heavy
downpour and the shooters that
were running late returned to hot
barbeque served up by Road Hog
Bar- B-Q and a dry clubhouse.
Most of the cards were soaked
and the scores were only readable
with the greatest scrutiny. In most
cases, only one of the cards was
able to reveal the score but in the
end all of the scores were recorded
and the awarding of the winners
began.
The following scores also represent
the first shoot of the ABA Shooter
of the Year Tournaments:

Hunter
RonnieRoberts
DougPrater
DonnyFortner

Senior
LarryDenton
DannyClark
KevinDavis

LadiesOpen
KarenPowell
LeslieTurner
ShannaAdams

LadiesPins
KatieMorehead
HollyMurray
JohnnieCook

Barebow
DannyClark
AaronLaCour
TravisMaynard


Longbow
PhilCollie
DannyClark
GlennJolly

Recurve
DannyClark
GlennJolly
TravisMaynard

Youth
W.T.Morehead
GraceWeatherley
EthanThompson

Cub
DustyMcMillan
J.T.Colvin
TylerHammonds

PeeͲWee
AydenStephens
AustinLove
LaineyBarg

PETA Takes Aim at Teen Bear Mauling Victim
Says to Put Herself in Bears Shoes

December 20, 2013
After 18-year old Camille
Bomboy of Lock Haven, PA
narrowly survived a
black bear attack while
deer hunting last week,
the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) called
out the girl for being a hunter and
suggested she put
herself in the place
of the “individuals
you and the rest of
your hunting party
were trying to kill”.
In an open letter from PETA,
the animal rights group tells
Bomboy to “reflect on the incident” and added that “as terrifying as it must have been to be
attacked by a bear, please consider the frightening and pain-

ful experiences that hunters set
out to impose on animals.”
A PETA spokesperson also appeared on Fox News Insider
and stuck by their stance. “If
there was ever a time when
this girl might actually sympathize with the animals
that she and her family go
out and kill, we think
that it’s now…”
Bomboy encountered
the black bear while
deer hunting with her family near their farm last week.
The bear, believed to have
been angered by the teenagers proximity to her cubs, attacked Bomboy, nearly slicing
off her ear during the attack.
“We’re used to PETA doing

continued,
see PETA

Dealer for:
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• Bowtech • Pearson

Archery Lessons
3D Range on site

For all your archery needs!!
33 Dace Place • Conway, AR 72032

501-472-1097
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Springtime is here and a lot
of bowhunters will be out enjoying a fun-filled bow shoot
at one of their local archery
clubs, but the springtime
also brings many unwanted
guests such as ticks. You
can reduce your chances of
getting a tick-borne disease
by using repellents, checking for ticks and showering
after being outdoors. If you
have a tick bite followed by
a fever or rash, seek medical attention. Before you
go outdoors, know where
to expect ticks. Ticks live
in moist and humid environments, particularly in or
near wooded or grassy areas.
Products containing the synthetic chemical permethrin
kill ticks. Permethrin can be
used to treat boots, cloth-

by J.D. Crawford

ing and camping gear and
remains protective through
several washings. For exposed skin, use a repellent
with DEET a slightly yellow oil developed by the
military during the World
War II era. Repellents containing 20% or more DEET
and can protect for several
hours. Always follow product instructions when using
a repellant. Parents should
apply this product to their
children, taking special care
to avoid the hands, eyes and
mouth. For detailed information about using DEET on
children, contact the American Academy of Pediatrics.
Always check for ticks prior
to coming indoors or immediately after as ticks may
be carried into the house

on articles of clothing. Any
ticks that are found should
be removed and destroyed.
Placing clothes into a dryer
on high heat for at least an
hour effectively kills ticks.
Showering within two hours
of coming indoors has been
shown to reduce the risk of
getting Lyme disease, a bacterial infection transmitted
by tick bites. Showering may
help wash off unattached
ticks and is a good opportunity to do a tick check. If
you find an attached tick,
remove it as soon are you
notice it by grasping with
tweezers, as close to the
skin as possible, and pulling
straight out. Never just pull
the tick off as this may leave
the head of the tick under
the skin and cause infection.
Watch for signs of illness
such as rash or fever in the
days and weeks following
the bite and see a health
care provider if these develop. Your risk of acquiring
a tick-borne illness depends
on many factors, including
where you live, what type
of tick bit you, and how long
the tick was attached.

PETA
continued from page 5
anything for publicity, and once
again they have gone way over
the line.” said Nick Pinizzotto,
USSA president and CEO.
“Taking aim at a young lady
who was attacked and severely
wounded by a bear will not sit
well with mainstream America.
The animal rights community
continues to show how irrational and extreme they are.”
PETA is known for its radical
publicity stunts and dislike of
the hunting, trapping and fishing community. Just recently,
PETA announced its line of flying drones that they are asking
their members to use to “stalk”
hunters in the field. They are
also notorious for their no-fur
campaigns which often involve
scantily clad women or activists
throwing blood on people wearing fur coats.
Reprinted from: The Sportsmen’s Daily, a publication of
the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance,
dated 5-22-14. The ABA is
currently a member of this organization and the website can
be found at www.ussportsman.
org.
Editors Note: This is why we
need to all stay united as sportsmen and women. The antis are
always watching and waiting to
disparage us as hunters.

EAT MORE DEER!

Hunter’s Choice, Inc.
Archery Sales & Service.....Firearms

Larry Guinn
Owner

hunterschoiceconway.com

501-327-2697

1120 Jims Lane
Conway, AR 72032

Email: lhunters@conwaycorp.net
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Official ABA
3D Tournament Rules
All ABA 3D Tournaments will consist of 16 Divisions and
follow the below rules:
I. Divisions
1. Top Bow - All shooters, (no divisions). Everyone who
shoots this class must pay an entry fee, including life
members. Pro's can be on a team. Over 15 shooters pays
2 places, 50% for 1st place and 20% for 2nd place. Top
Bow shoots on Sunday only.
2. Bowhunter Release (BHR) Pro Pins - Fixed pins.
Everyone who shoots this class must pay an entry fee,
including life members. Pro's can be on a team. Over
15 shooters pays 2 places, 50% for 1st place and 20%
for 2nd place. Magnification is allowed. BHR PRO PINS
shoot on Sunday only.
3. Unlimited - No restrictions on shooting equipment.
Scopes are permitted.
4. Bowhunter Release (BHR) – All equipment is allowed
except moveable sights. Scopes are allowed.
5. Hunter - Maximum 12" stabilizer length with no other
stabilizing equipment; fixed pins with no magnification;
screw in tips; any release or fingers may be used.
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Camp War Eagle Helping Archery
Grow in the Northwest
By Rich Holliday
The Amazing Camp War
Eagle, located in Northwest
Arkansas adjacent to Beaver
Lake, is a summer sport’s camp
for children ages 7 to 17 of
Benton, Carroll, Washington
and Madison counties.
I would like to share with you
some great news about just
how interested the youth are
in archery in the northwest
part of our state. In the summer 2013, more than 2000
campers signed up to learn
the basics of shooting a bow
and arrow! But with only a
limited amount of time and
space, only around 1500 were
able to enroll into the classes.
The camp schedule also has
a period each day when the
campers can choose to do any
activity they want to do and
the actual number of those
who chose to shoot was closer
to 3500.
Because of this interest,

Camp War Eagle is opening a
brand new 9000 square foot
indoor shooting range the
upcoming summer of 2014,
with the hope that every
child who wants to shoot or
learn to shoot will have that
chance. The campers will also
learn more about bowhunting
safety as well as be introduced
to hunting skills. The sport
of archery in this corner of
Arkansas is very much alive
and growing!
For more information on
Camp War Eagle, check out the
website at www.campwareagle.org.
Editors Note: Rich Holliday is
an ABA member and Owner of
Pine Creek Taxidermy located
in Rogers, AR. Rich has been
involved with Camp War Eagle
for many years and is happy
to answer any questions about
the Camp. He may be contacted at pinecreektaxidermy@
gemail.com.

6. Hunter Known 40 - Maximum 12" stabilizer with no
other stabilizing equipment; movable hunting sights
or fixed pins with no magnification are allowed; screw
in tips only; any release or fingers may be used. Range
finders are allowed.
7. Barebow - Bows without sighting aids or devices on
the string, bow, glove or tab. No release aids or holding devices allowed. String silencers and overdraws are
allowed.
8. Longbow - Longbow without sighting aids or devices
on the string, bow, glove or tab. No release aids or
holding devices allowed. String silencers and overdraws
allowed.
9. Recurve - Recurve bow without sighting aids or devices on the string, bow, glove or tab. No release aids or
holding devices allowed. String silencers and overdraws
allowed.
10. Seniors - Must be at least 50 years old. There are no
restrictions on shooting equipment. Scopes are permitted.
11. Ladies Sights - Same guidelines as Unlimited.
12. Ladies Bowhunter - Same guidelines as Hunter Division.
13. Youth - Consisting of all styles together in one division. Ages 13-15.

Continued on page 11

$40 for Adults
FREE for Vets
Begins this June
at Bishop Park

*League is played on Sundays at the Bishop Park Multipurpose Fields.
*Eight (8) Week Season Followed by Tournament.
*Bows and Arrows available for all league participants.
*Ages 18 & Up
*Features a Men’s, Women’s, & Veteran’s Division.
FREE FOR VETERANS
AND ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY
Enroll Online at
www.CityofBryant.com/Enroll or
Call (501) 943-0444 for more info!
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Tornado
continued from page 1

The camping area enjoyed
by ABA members and others for years was leveled by
the force of the wind. It was
reported that there were no
campers present during the
storm. The lone camper using the campground evacuated just prior to the storm
because of the tornado warnings. The Pavilion structure
seemed to be intact but some
roof damage may be found.
The AGFC maintenance
enclosure across from the
clubhouse was also leveled with buildings picked
up and tossed away to land
somewhere miles away. The
dog kennels and stable closest to the clubhouse were
also blown completely away.
The back range used for the
Traditional and Bowhunter
Divisions at the ABA Spring
Shoot also received heavy
damage and will require a
lot of work to clear before
being usable.
The barn, shared by Central Arkansas Bowhunters
and the ABA received roof

damage when the ancient
oak tree behind the building
was blown down. No targets
or range equipment seemed
to be missing according to
Roy. The small trailer owned
by the ABA took the brunt of
the tree falling and the body
was crushed. According to
Roy, the axle was also bent
and the trailer is a total loss.
The larger and newer trailer
was not harmed in the storm
and was moved to 12 Ring
Archery by J.D Crawford
and Curt Colvin the next
day. They were also able to
pull the small trailer from
underneath the tree in order
to assess the damage.
The AGFC was holding a
meeting the week of May
5th in order to discuss the
rebuilding plans for the area.
Jello Meyers, ABA President and Chris Davis, TBA
President, offered their assistance and advice of their
organizations to the AGFC
and the offers were met with
positive remarks. As of this
writing, the results of the
meeting were not known. As
information becomes avail-

able, check the website for
updates. It was determined
that due to the year round
use of the facilities at the
SUA that everything would
be rebuilt over time.
At this time the Central
Arkansas Bowhunters have
relocated their scheduled
shoots to 12 Ring Archery.
As for the ABA State Championship and Fall Shoot,
planning by the Executive
Board and Officers is ongoing and as soon as a decision
is made, it will be posted. As
per Roy Junyor, an offer was
made by the AGFC’s Wattensaw WMA Range opened
this year at Hazen to possibly host the shoot. More offers are coming in and taken
into consideration.
Roy Junyor and Brian Emmons both reported that
the cleanup of the range
area was progressing very
quickly, although use of the
facility is in all likelihood is
years away. Years of memories and hundreds of shoots
have taken place at the Mayflower Camp Robinson SUA
Archery range and that is

something that no weather
event can erase.
The range and its facilities have seen thousands
of archers pass through its
ranges. It was the birthplace
of the Arkansas Bowhunters
Association, the Arkansas
Longbow Association, the
Traditional Bowhunters of
Arkansas and the Central
Arkansas Bowhunters. In
the tradition of bowhunters throughout the state and
members of those great organizations, the clearing and
building will happen. New
memories will take place as
new bowhunters and archers
walk the future trails of the
ranges and enjoy the fellowship in the new clubhouse
and campground that will
grow up from the destruction of the tornado.
Thank you in advance to
the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission for knowing
how much this area means to
all that use it and what it can
mean to future generations
that will be able to enjoy this
part of the Natural State of
Arkansas.

The Pavilion and the Clubhouse.
Apr 2014

The Dog Pens. Apr 2014

The Small ABA trailer after it was pulled
from under the tree behind the barn.
Apr 2014
The Clubhouse and the Fortner home
across Highway 286 after the Tornado.

The barn was saved by the tree falling
on the small trailer. Apr 2014

This used to be the shower building at
the Campgrounds. Apr 2014
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A Wet and Cold

2014 ABA Spring Tournament

and Banquet

Registration begins for the final day
of the 2014 Spring Shoot

Bo Weaver leads a Sunrise Devotional beginning at 7am on Sunday morning. Bo also
came in 2nd Place in the new Hunter Known
40 Division. Was it a coincidence?

Just an example of the additional challenges
a wet day can bring to a 3D shoot. Thank
goodness for two score cards.

Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes attended the ABA
Banquet and displayed their handmade
turkey calls during the shoot on Sunday.
Look for them to be back for the Hunters’
Flea Market to be held at the 2014 State
Championship Shoot in September.

Dee Weaver signs while friends sing and
play during the Sunrise Devotional held on
Sunday Morning.

ABA President Jim “Jello” Myers
opens up the 2014 Banquet with a welcome and a brief summary of the direction the organization hopes to head in.

ABA VP Roy Junyor discusses the ongoing shoot and plans for the State Championship Shoot in the fall.

Brian Emmons, ABA Treasurer goes over
the 2014 Budget and some of the financial
planning of the organization.

Crawford, ABA Urban Hunt Coordinator
and Field Governor discusses the towns in
the 2014 Urban Hunts and plans for the IBEP
course and Orientations.

Brenda Maynard, Chair of the Scholarship Selection Committee and Brian Emmons, ABA Treasurer and
Committee Member awards $500 to Erin Watkins (l) and $250 to Hunter Gould (r).
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ABA Represented at the

2014 ANASP Regional Tournament in Hot Springs

The atmosphere was
electric and the noise
was…loud at the Arkansas National Archery
in the Schools State
(ANASP)Tournament
held at the Hot Springs
Convention
Center
on the 7th and 8th of
March. Both days once
again saw the Arkansas
Bowhunters
Association with 3-D targets set
up. Long lines of young
men and women, both
ANASP shooters and
family members present to support their
siblings, lined up to try
their luck at hitting the
animals set up at about
15 yards.
This has become an
annual event for ABA
and affiliated club volunteers. Last year, because of date conflicts
with the ABA Spring
Shoot, the event was
very ably manned by

members of the Pine
Bluff Bowhunters. This
year with no conflicts
members of the ABA
was able to directly support the event
along with members of
the Pine Bluff club.
In the vein of 3-D tournament shooting, prizes
were awarded to the
top shooters. It was
a very rewarding endeavor and there were
a lot of familiar faces
from previous years. If
you have never made
this trek, it is loads of
fun to watch shooters
and be a part of such a
good time. This is, along
with a lot of fun, securing the future of bowhunting in the state and
is part of the mission of
the ABA to promote the
sport of archery and
bowhunting. For some
of the shooters, this is
the first time shooting at

anything other than a
NASP target. You never know, a future ABA
member may have had
an experience that can
last a lifetime.
Many thanks to Curtis
Gray, AGFC State NASP
Coordinator, for providing all of the range
equipment this year. It
made supporting the
event a lot easier.
Other events that the
ABA has had a presence this year are:
•The 13th annual Beastfeast held in Conway
at the Faulkner County
Fairgrounds. Members
of the ABA operated
a 3-D range and help
hundreds of men and
boys send arrows downrange.
•The ABA supported the
Jake’s Day event held
in Rison by the National
Wild Turkey Federation.
A treestand safety pre-

sentation with a static
display was set up at
a round robin type setting.
•An
informational
booth was set up at
Mack’s Prairie Wings in
support of the State Turkey Calling Championship sponsored by the
National Wild Turkey
Federation.
•A booth was set up
in support of the Bowhunter’s Jamboree for
archers and bowhunters that had never experienced a 3-D shoot.
This event was held at
the new 3-D range of
the Wattensaw Bayou
Bowhunters at the Wattensaw WMA.
•A range was set up
and run through a joint
effort of the ABA and
the AGFC Central District Training Coordinator at the Conway
School Health Day at
Conway High School.

THE BOWHUNTERS JAMBOREE
Sunday, Sept 7th

20 TARGET 3D RANGE
10 DOLLARS FOR ADULTS
5 DOLLARS 16 AND UNDER

FREE
NOVELTY SHOOTS

FREE AERIAL
TARGET
SHOOTING

Contact:
Jody Smith
JSMITH@MACKSPW.COM

LOCATED
AT THE BAYOU METO RANGE
JUST WEST OF DEWITT, AR.

FREE FLOATING
PING PONG
BALL SHOOT

Contact:
Keith Wood
870-946-3046

The Arkansas Bowhunter
Continued from page 7

Official ABA
3D Tournament Rules
14. Cub - Consisting of all styles together in one division.
Ages 9-12.
15. Pee-Wee - Consisting of all styles together in one
division. Ages 8 and under.
16. Teams – Teams consisting of at least 4 members.
Only 4 divisions allow team competition: Youth, Cub,
Pee-Wee and Top Bow.
II. Affiliated Club Teams
At ABA Shoots, Affiliated Club Teams shoot at no charge.
If not shooting as an Affiliated Club Team, the cost is
$20.00 per team.
III. Traditional Equipment
Recurve and Longbow Divisions are the only shooters
that can shoot the same range more than once.
IV. Awards
Awards will be determined by the Executive Committee
prior to each shoot.
V. Unknown Distances
All Divisions will shoot from unknown distances except
for Hunter Known 40 Division. Some part of the shooters
body must touch the stake for that Division.
VI. Scoring
1. Scoring will be as follows:1st arrow-12-10-8-5. 2nd
arrow-3-2-1. A second arrow is allowed only if the first
arrow was a complete miss. Only low 12's are in play
2. In order for any arrow to receive the higher scoring
value it must at least touch the line.
3. There will be two scorekeepers per group.
4. No one in the group may advance toward the target
until all arrows are shot.
VIII. Equipment
1. No crossbows allowed in any division.
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Sausage Supreme
1 pound bulk venison sausage
1 onion, chopped
2 teaspoons Worcestershire Sauce
1 teaspoon garlic powder
3 carrots, grated
1 eight (8) ounce package “curly” noodles
1 can condensed Cream of Mushroom Soup
½ cup Parmesan cheese
In a skillet, brown the sausage, pour off the grease, then stir
in the onion and Worcestershire sauce. When the mixture
begins to bubble, stir in the garlic powder, then turn off the
heat. Prepare the noodles according to the package instructions, then drain. Now stir the noodles, sausage mix, carrots
and soup together until they are well blended. Pour into a
buttered casserole dish and bake in a 350 degree F oven for
twenty minutes. During the final four minutes of cooking,
sprinkle the Parmesan cheese over the top. Serves four.
Reprinted from The Ultimate Guide to Butchering Deer by
John Weiss. Skyhorse Publishing. Copyright 2011 by John
Weiss.

EAT MORE DEER!

When performance matters most....
Mack’s Prairie Wings is
your one stop shop for
all your archery needs.
Brands you trust:
Elite, Mathews, Hoyt, PSE, Bear, Bowtech and
Diamond Archery
Full Service Pro Shop offering over 30 years
of combined experience
Custom Macde Strings to fit any bow

2. No range-finding devices shall be used in any division
except "Hunter Known 40".

Bow Tuning by the experts

3. Binoculars are allowed in all divisions.

Bowfishing Supplies

IX. Legal Shooters
All Participants must be current ABA members/family
members.
X. Changes/Modifications to Rules.
Only the Executive Committee may make changes or
modify these rules. The Executive Committee has the
final decision on all rules.

Archery started off as a hobby, then
turned into a passion. It later grew
to an obsession and is now my career.
~ Jody Smith
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2Deer Hunt Announced

The

By J.D.Crawford
It seems just like yesterday,
all of us that like to bowhunt
were taking down our treestands, feeders and cameras
at the end of the state archery
season. Now, for some bowhunters, it may soon be time
to check them out and put
them back up again. The Arkansas 2014 Urban Hunts will
be held in Russellville, Heber Springs, Lakeview, Fort
Smith/Barling, Fairfield Bay,
Cherokee Village, Horseshoe
Bend and Bull Shoals. The
current Urban Deer Hunt
Protocol was established by
a partnership of the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission
and the Arkansas Bowhunters Association. It provides a
framework for municipalities
attempting to address deer issues in urban areas, namely
human/deer conflicts, by utilizing archery hunting to control the deer population. This
is accomplished by establishing a three-way partnership
of the Arkansas Game and
Fish Commission (AGFC),
the Arkansas Bowhunters Association (ABA), and the city
or municipality with the overpopulation of deer. All Urban
Deer Hunts, statewide, open
the first Saturday in September and close on January 31st.
All hunters are required to follow the following operating
rules for the urban hunt.
• Pass the International Bowhunter Education Course or
have an IBEP card from a previous class.
• Attend one of the scheduled
Urban Hunt orientations; upon
completion of the orientation,

hunters will be eligible to hunt
all the urban deer hunts for
that year.
• Pass a shooting proficiency
test.
• Pay an annual confirmation
fee, which includes membership in the ABA for liability
insurance purposes.
• Possess a valid Arkansas
(resident or nonresident) big
game license. Hunters must
be at least 16 years of age.
• Possess a valid Urban Bowhunting Permit (issued by
AGFC).
Permit
will be valid for
all the urban
deer hunts for
that year.
• Hunter will
be provided
a vehicle placard that must be
signed by a representative from each municipality that he/she
wishes to hunt.
• Display placard in full
view on the dashboard of
their vehicle and carry
the approved permit at all
times while hunting.
• Use a longbow, recurve or
compound with at least a 35pound pull and broadheads at
least 7/8-inch wide (mechanicals are OK); string-locks are
not permitted.
• Hunt in designated areas
only; if hunting on private
property, hunters must possess written permission from
the property owner.
• Hunt at least 50 yards from
designated trails or parks.
• Hunt at least 50 yards from
any occupied dwelling unless
given written permission.

• Keep all bows cased to and
from stands.
• Shoot from stands that are
at least 10 feet above the
ground (no walking, stalking
or ground blinds).
• Cover harvested animals
from sight before transporting/ moving from the field
and bury or remove entrails
with the animal.
• Remove harvested animals
during daylight hours if at all
possible.
• Special considerations will
be made for disabled hunters
in wheelchairs on a case-bycase basis.
• Donate the first deer taken
to Arkansas Hunters Feeding
the Hungry
(a 501 (c) 3
charitable
organization).
• Using
the correct Urban
Deer
Zone
number,
check
the deer online at
w w w. a g f c . c o m
or by telephone,
toll-free, at 1-866305-0808.
Deer tags will be issued to the hunter for the city
in which they are hunting.
The first deer taken must be
a doe and must be donated to
Arkansas Hunter Feeding the
Hungry; all subsequent deer
harvested may be either-sex.
Deer are considered bonus
deer and do not count against
the hunters statewide seasonal
bag limit. No antler restrictions apply to the urban hunt.
The following is a list of
scheduled International Bowhunters Education Program
(IBEP) Classes that will be
offered by Instructors certified by the National Bow-

hunters Education Foundation (NBEF). Completion
of the IBEP is a requirement
to participate in any of the
Urban Hunts in the State of
Arkansas. The course is an
eight hour course consisting
of Classroom Instruction and
a Field Day Instruction block
including in-the-field instruction on treestand safety, blood
trailing of wounded animals
and tracking, range estimation and other bowhunting
field skills. A final exam will
be administered at the end of
the course and all participants
must pass with a minimum
score of 80 percent to receive
an IBEP card. The IBEP resident course is offered free of
charge. An on-line course is
offered for a fee. Liscense
Students taking the on line
course may participate in the
Field Day portion offered during the Resident course. Online participants must present
a Completion of Course Certificate to attend the Field Day
portion and may be required to
take a quiz prior to attending.
A temporary IBEP card will
be issued to all graduates.
No materials or equipment is
required but ID must be presented to attend and receive a
card.
8 a.m.-5 p.m., May 10, Janet Huckabee Arkansas River
Valley Nature Center, 8300
Wells Lake Road, Fort Smith,
AR 72916
8 a.m.-5 p.m., June 28, Janet Huckabee Arkansas River
Valley Nature Center, 8300
Wells Lake Road, Fort Smith,
AR 72916
8 a.m.-5 p.m., July 12, Izard
County Fairgrounds, 1927

continued,
see Urban Hunt

page 14
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2014 Tournament Schedule
If your local club is not listed, visit the ABA webpage at www.arkansasbowhunters.org or the local clubs website for any additions to
the schedule. Special Note: Due to tornado damage to the Camp Robinson SUA, the location for shoots using
the Mayflower Range will be announced on the ABA webpage as soon as obtained.
Date

Club

Location

Description

5/17

Central Arkansas Bowhunters

Mayflower, AR

Invitational

5/18
5/24
5/24
5/24
5/26
5/31
Jun 2014
6/1
6/7
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/14
6/14
6/21
6/22
6/28
6/28
Jul 2014
7/5
7/6
7/12
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/19
7/20
7/26
7/26
Aug 2014
8/2
8/3
8/9
8/9
8/9
8/10
8/10
8/10
8/16
8/17
8/23
Sep 2014
9/7
9/7
9/13
9/14
9/14

12 Ring Archery
Holla Bend Bowhunters
Ingram Archery
Fordyce Archery Club
12 Ring Archery
Buck Snort Hollar

Conway, AR
Russellville, AR
Quitman, AR
Fordyce, AR
Conway, AR
Shirley, AR

Club Shoot
Club Shoot
Open Invitational
Club Shoot
ABA - Roger Maynard Scholarship Shoot (SOY)
Open Shoot

Oakridge Bowhunters
Buck Snort Hollar
Izard Stickshooters
Hot Spring County
Wattensaw Bayou Bowhunters
Izard Co Stickshooters
Ingram Archery
Pine Bluff Bowhunters
Central Arkansas Bowhunters
12 Ring Archery
Holla Bend Bowhunters
Ingram Archery

El Dorado, AR
Shirley, AR
Melbourne, AR
Donaldson, AR
Wattensaw WMA
Melbourne, AR
Quitman, AR
Pine Bluff, AR
@ 12 Ring Archery
Conway, AR
Russellville, AR
Quitman, AR

Open Club Shoot
Fire on the Hill - Invitational (Hunting Equipment Only)
Team Coon Shoot [Night Shoot]
Club Shoot
WBBA Mosquito Classic
Day Shoot
Open Invitational
Club Shoot
Catch-A-Dream
Club Shoot
Club Shoot
Open Invitational

Hot Spring County
Oakridge Bowhunters
Ingram Archery
Pine Bluff Bowhunters
Pine Bluff Bowhunters
Izard Co Stickshooters
Central Arkansas Bowhunters
12 Ring Archery
Ingram Archery
Fordyce Archery Club

Donaldson, AR
El Dorado, AR
Quitman, AR
Pine Bluff, AR
Pine Bluff, AR
Melbourne, AR
Mayflower, AR
Conway, AR
Quitman, AR
Fordyce, AR

Invitational
Open Club Shoot
Open Invitational
BEN PEARSON MEMORAL (Day 1)
BEN PEARSON MEMORAL (Day 2)
Day Shoot
Invitational
Club Shoot
Open Invitational
Invitational

Hot Spring Co Bowhunters
Oakridge Bowhunters
Ingram Archery
Pine Bluff Bowhunters
Izard Co Stickshooters
Ingram Archery
Wattensaw Bayou Bowhunters
Izard Co Stickshooters
Central Arkansas Bowhunters
12 Ring Archery
Holla Bend Bowhunters

Donaldson, AR
El Dorado, AR
Quitman, AR
Pine Bluff, AR
Melbourne, AR
Quitman, AR
Wattensaw WMA
Melbourne, AR
Mayflower, AR
Conway, AR
Russellville, AR

Club Shoot
Open Club Shoot
Hoyt AR 3D State Championship
Club Shoot
Team Coon Shoot [Night Shoot]
Hoyt AR 3D State Championship
Club Shoot
Day Shoot
Invitational
Club Shoot
Club Shoot

Bayou Meto Bowhunters
Oakridge Bowhunters
Izard Co Stickshooters
Wattensaw Bayou Bowhunters
Izard Co Stickshooters
Arkansas
Bowhunters Association
Arkansas
Bowhunters Association
Holla Bend Bowhunters

Bayou Meto
El Dorado, AR
Melbourne, AR
Wattensaw WMA
Melbourne, AR

Bowhunter Jamboree*
Open Club Shoot
Bowhunters Blowout
Bowhunter Setup Only
Bowhunters Blowout

Mayflower, AR

ABA State Championship Shoot (Broadhead Bonanza)

9/20
9/21
9/27



Mayflower, AR

ABA State Championship (Broadhead Bonanza)

Russellville, AR

Club Shoot

* There will be 3 or more Bowhunter Jamboree shoots this year. Pine Bluff Bowhunters, Bayou Meto, WBBA and the ABA will
be working with each range. These shoots are designed to introduce BOWHUNTERS to 3-D shoots.
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Urban Hunt
continued from page 12

Lacrosse Road, Melbourne,
AR 72556
8 a.m.-5 p.m., July 19, Janet Huckabee Arkansas River
Valley Nature Center, 8300
Wells Lake Road, Fort Smith,
AR 72916
8 a.m.-5 p.m., July 26, Lake
Dardanelle State Park Weighin Pavilion, Russellville, AR
72802
All hunters are required to attend an Urban Hunt Orientation, where officials from the
AGFC, ABA and participating
municipalities will conduct
the shooting proficiency test,
collect payment of the annual
confirmation fee, review the
hunting rules and distribute
the permits and dash placards.
Below is a list of the scheduled Urban Hunt Orientations.

IBEP course completion cards
must be presented to receive
a permit. A valid Hunting license may be required to be
produced as well.
8:00 am., Aug 2, 2014, Ed
Gordon Point Remove WMA
Headquarters, I-40 Exit 101,
Blackwell, AR 72823
8:00 am., Aug 9, 2014,
Old Melbourne Elementary
School, 104 School Street,
Melbourne, AR 72556
8:00 am., Aug 16, 2014, Janet Huckabee Arkansas River
Valley Nature Center, 8300
Wells Lake Road, Fort Smith,
AR 72916
If you have any questions
concerning the 2014 Urban
Hunt, contact J.D. Crawford,
ABA Urban Hunt Co-coordinator, at 501-733-2921 or
email at jd@arkansasbowhunters.org.

ABA Business Partners

Archery Addiction, LLC Mary J’s Country Café
#1 Ethel Road
398 Hempstead 7
Ethel, AR 72048
Hope, AR 71801
870-703-0577
K & D Grocery
1381 Hwy 33
Casscoe, AR 72026
870-673-3323

White’s Auto Repair
627 Hwy 153
Almyra, AR 72003
870-673-6539

The ABA Business Partner Program puts
your name in front of the ABA membership
for only $25.00 in each edition of
The Arkansas Bowhunter.
Enroll your business TODAY!

Membership Application
Annual membership in the Arkansas Bowhunters Association entitles you and all members of your
household to participate in activities of the organization. Life Membership has the same benefits without the payment of annual dues or fees.

PLEASE PRINT: 								
DATE:______________
MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION:
ANNUAL ($15.00)
LIFE ($250)
						
NEW MEMBER
RENEWAL
NAME:_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________
CITY:_________________________________ STATE:______ ZIP:_________________
TELEPHONE (HOME):______________________ (WORK):______________________
REFERRING MEMBER: __________________________________________________
HOME CLUB (if applicable):________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________
Check here to receive newsletter via email
Please complete this form
and mail with your remittance to:

Arkansas Bowhunters Association
P.O. Box 23264
Little Rock, AR 72221-2832

The Arkansas Bowhunter

Advert ising
Informat ion
The Arkansas Bowhunter is Now Accepting Advertising for the August 2014 Issue
Want to get your business noticed by over 1200
Arkansas bowhunters?
Please send your printable advertisement to The
Arkansas Bowhunter. Currently published four times
a year (February, May, August and November).
Prices per issue:
Full Page……...………….......……..………..$380.00
($285.00 per issue if purchased for entire year)
Half Page…...…………….......……………….$190.00
($145.00 per issue if purchased for entire year)
Quarter Page…....……………...........…………$95.00
($71.00 per issue if purchased for entire year)
Eighth Page…….………………........…………$50.00
($37.50 per issue if purchased for entire year)
Please submit new ads by the 15th of the month prior
to the issue advertisement. A limited amount of space
is available, so reserve your space now. Please send
your questions and inquiries to:
don@arkansasbowhunters.org

Current ABA Districts
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Arkansas Bowhunters Association, Inc.
Executive Committee
2013-2014

President:
Jim Myers
P.O. Box 285
Gould, AR 71643
870-374-0134

Vice President:
Roy Junyor
P.O. Box 1021
Greenbrier, AR 72058
501-733-7245

Treasurer:
Brian Emmons
51 Schultz Rd.
Vilonia, AR 72173
(501) 796-8900

Secretary:
Carrie Crawford
10 Sarah Ct.
Greenbrier, AR 72058
501-733-9126

Immediate Past President:
Jeff Smith
894 Grant 10
Sheridan, AR 72150
501-540-6385

Legislative Chairman:
Jim Myers
P.O. Box 285
Gould, AR 71643
870-374-0134

Field Governors

District 1: Northwest
John Boswell (14)
259 Randal Circle
Russellville, AR 72802
479-886-6211

Shawn Ritchie (15)
P.O.Box 226
Pottsville, AR 72858
479-280-2462

District 2: Northeast
J.D. Crawford (14)
10 Sarah Ct.
Greenbrier, AR 72058
501-733-9126

Ken-Tay Heigle (15)
1675 Floral Rd.
Concord, AR 72523
501-206-8604

District 3: Central
Dewayne Chambers (14)
51 Smith St.
Morrilton, AR 72110
479-650-7858

Mike Rossie (15)
553 Round Mtn. Rd.
Conway, AR 72034
501-470-1194

District 4: Southwest
Ronnie Adams (14)
P.O. Box 311
Donaldson, AR 71941
501-844-9100

Wade Tucker (15)
409 Hubbard Rd.
Conway, AR 72034
(501) 428-0016

District 5: Southeast
Kevin Knight (14)
P.O. Box 63
Ulm, AR 72170
870-830-8344

Keith Wood (15)
1019 S. Main
DeWitt, AR 72042
870-946-3046

District 6: North Central
Wayde Henderson (14)
9 Thessing Lane
Conway, AR 72032
501-327-7912

DeWayne Spangler (15)
973 S. AR 9 Hwy.
Melbourne, AR 72556
870-373-8098
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First Deer with a Bow
By Jack Pillow

I have been going deer hunting with my dad since I was
old enough to walk. He would
always take me with him even
before I was old enough to
shoot a gun. I shot my first deer
with a gun when I was six. I
have killed several deer with a
gun since then, but when I was
about ten years old I wanted to
start hunting with a bow. My
dad only hunts with a bow, so
I wanted to be like him. My
parents purchased a bow for me
when I was ten that had adjustable draw length and poundage.
I practiced with it a lot. I hunted
with it several times but never
got a shot. When I was thirteen,
I had outgrown the bow and
so it was time for an upgrade.
In August of 2012 I got a new
bow that was adjustable like my
old one, but it would meet my
needs for several years. I practiced a lot in the fall of 2012
and hunted a few times with the
bow. I missed a deer with it late
in the season. I vowed that in
2013 I would not miss and that
I would kill my first deer with
that bow.
In the summer of 2013 I decided to start practicing with
my bow. I did not want to miss

another deer with it. I practiced
as often as I could. When the
season started, I felt like I was

it if I was lucky enough to get
a shot. The first hour or two of
that morning was non-eventful.

ready. My dad and I went to
deer camp that first weekend.
Dad had put in a ground blind
at a new spot and had pictures
of several deer in that spot. I
wasn’t sure how to get to the
spot, so my dad followed me in
there and dropped me off about
thirty minutes before daylight.
He told me to be patient if the
deer came in and to wait for the
right shot. He also told me to
try my best to remember exactly where I shot and where the
deer went so that we could find

Dad sent me a text about eight
o’clock and told me to stay until
at least 9 or 10 if I could. About
8:45 three deer showed up; a
spike, a doe and a fawn. I decided I was going to shoot the doe.
I was very nervous and anxious
and the doe was always moving
and the other two deer were as
well. Every time I thought I was
about to get a shot, one of them
would move and keep me from
being able to shoot. Finally, after what felt like a long time,
the doe gave me a shot. When

Photo by Patrick Krohn

I pulled the bow back all three
deer were on full alert. I made
the shot and she took off. I felt
like I had hit her back a little. I
texted my dad and he told me to
stay put until he arrived.
After what seemed like forever, Dad and a few of my
buddies showed up to help
me find the deer. We began to
look for blood in the direction
where I had seen the deer run.
There were only a few specks
of blood and we found half of
the arrow about 30 yards away.
We were not very optimistic in
the beginning because of the
lack of blood. We all had to
get on our hands and knees to
find any more blood. Finally,
after trailing on our hands and
knees for about 100 yards, she
started bleeding better and we
found her down in a thick draw.
I was so excited to find the doe!
I have killed several deer with
a gun, but killing this doe with
my bow was by far the most
exciting experience I have ever
had deer hunting.
Editors note: Jack Pillow is one
of our young ABA Members
and represents the future of our
organization. Thank you for
sharing your experience with
us, Jack.

