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Cecil the Lion
By Diana Watkins.
Cecil
the Lion is a story that has
taken by storm the
international press for
some weeks. The story was
only Trumped by Politics.
An American Dentist who is
also an avid hunter took
the prize lion by crossbow
on a sanctioned hunt in
Africa. The lion was shot,
and successfully tracked
and killed. The problem is
that the lion was not killed
immediately
and
the
hunters had to track him
through the bush before
they
located
and
euthanized him. While the
press vilified the Dentist,
the story grew completely
out of proportion to the
actual event. Citizens were
camped out in front of his
practice
demonstrating

against animal cruelty and other assorted grievances.
He had to go into hiding and has lost untold financial
investments and patients. There is some question as
to whether he will face charges for an illegal hunt, and
illegal taking of a protected species. What are the
problems with this scenario and is the Dentist a
criminal?

The Dentist is probably
guilty of poor judgement
in the selection of his
hunting companions. He
is purported to have
followed the law by ABA
members who know both
he and the hunting
guides personally. Bad
things can happen when
taking a life in the field.
We are all told to plan for
every possibility. A
GoPro or Smartphone
would have helped
document the facts. A
Game Warden could
have intervened. Have
your smartphone ready
in the field and call AGFC
(Better call AGFC!) That
way the Game Warden
can be your advocate.
1-800-482-9262.
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The Mission of the
Arkansas Bowhunters Association
Since 1959
1. To foster, expand and perpetuate the use of the
bow in the hunting of all legal game, birds and
animals; and to protect, improve, and increase the
privileges of bow and arrow hunters. 2. To
cooperate with Federal and State Governments,
sportsman and conservation organizations in the
propagation and conservation of game and its
natural habitat, the forest and fields.
3.
To conduct a continuous educational
program designed to acquaint the public with the
bow and its uses as a practical and humane
weapon, suitable under proper regulations for the
hunting of all game animals, fish and birds on
the American continent.
4.
To foster and perpetuate a spirit of good
fellowship among bow hunters.
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Arkansas Bowhunters Association, Inc.
Executive Committee
2014-2015

ABA
President’s
Message
With the story of the Dentist, Walter Palmer, and Cecil the
Lion, we need to stop and review what our organization stands
for. The bad press that this story generated hurt hunters and
helped anti-hunting groups. Dr. Palmer, the Dentist crossbow
hunter made a bad shot which happens to us all. His party
did recover the lion, but under less than ideal circumstances
which were widely reported on by the media.
This
strengthened the anti-hunting movement.
The ABA with ethical member hunters stands for Hunter
Education, hunter safety and adherence to AGFC laws. The
ABA also stands for youth Hunter Education and teaching
young hunter’s field ethics. Let’s concentrate in the months
to come on recruiting and TRAINING young hunters so that
the Walter Palmer story is not repeated in Arkansas.
The Urban Hunts in Arkansas are a wonderful example of ABA
members certifying hunters and teaching current AGFC laws
in Urban Areas in Arkansas. The Urban Hunts allow skilled,
certified bow hunters to harvest excess deer for food, reducing
deer disease and removing surplus herd members. J.D.
Crawford, the Urban Hunt Coordinator, says “The best
compliment we get is when we have no complaints.” “When a
citizen asks the Game Warden when the Urban Hunt will
begin and it has already concluded that means it was done
right.”
We have met with the AGFC on bow hunters being able to
shoot hogs on WMA property and starting the bear season
early in September. As of this date we are still working
towards these goals.
We hope that ABA members will see the value of their ABA
membership and recruit other ethical bowhunters to allow us
to fulfill our goals. By doing so we ensure the hunting rights
for generations to come in Arkansas.
In closing, always wear your safety gear, be ethical and always
be one with Christ.
Yours,
“Jello” Jim Meyers, President, ABA

President:
Jim Meyers
P. O. Box 285
Gould, AR 71643
870-374-0134
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2015 Fall State Championship Tournament

It’s that time of year again when the final tournament of the season is upon us. That means that hunting season
is upon us as well. Several are already participating in the urban hunts. I’m sure the rest of us are checking
cameras and getting fired up for the opening day. There is no better way to insure you are ready than to hit the
range one last time.

Roy Junyor has been working very hard to insure that that this year’s ranges are ready and will be enjoyable. He
has been working hard to get several good door prizes to be given way at the
awards ceremony on Sunday afternoon. Also, Elite will be sponsoring the
Bowhunter Bonanza again this year. We will be giving away a 2015 Elite bow
to one of the participants of the compound division. Dan Atkins will be
making Long bow to be given away to one luck participant of the traditional
division. Remember you don’t have to have the highest score or shoot well at
all to win one of the bows. We will put your name in the drawing just for
participating in that division.

Other business that we’ll be conducting on Sunday is the annual business meeting. This is where we’ll be
electing new officers, purposing changes, accepting nominations for special honors and getting feedback from
our members on how were doing.

One issue we are trying to address is how we can conduct business with our officers and members that are
spread all over the state. We need to utilize some of today’s technologies to allow members
from all across the state to cast votes and to join meetings without having to drive several
hours. Most of the voting is being decided by less than 5% of the total membership. We
want to open this up to allow for absent voters to be heard. In order to allow the ABA
officers to do this we have to have vote to allow this change.
For now, we have to elect the following officers the usual way. The following positions need
to be either re-elected or selections of new officers. As members of the ABA, it is extremely
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2015 Fall State Championship Tournament (Cont.)
important to take part in electing the representatives that sit on the Executive Committee as well as all the
governing rules and regulations of the Association. They will be setting the direction
for the next 2 years. If you would like to run or be considered for one of these
positions let us know. We will put your name on the ballot.
President - Position currently held by Jim Myers.
Treasurer - Position currently held by Brian Emmons.
District 1 (Northwest) - Position currently held by Shawn Ritchie.
District 2 (Northeast) - Position currently held by Ken-Tay Heigle.
District 3 (Central) - Position currently held by Mike Rossie.
District 4 (Southwest) - Position currently held by Wade Tucker.
District 5 (Southeast) - Position currently held by Keith Wood.
District 6 (North Central) - Position currently held by Dwayne Spangler.
The 2 day event will be help on September 19th and 20th at the Ben Pearson / Jack Witt Archery Range - 331
Clinton Rd Conway, AR 72032. Also known as the Mayflower SUA. Come on out and meet new people, hone
your skills, vote for your officers, and just enjoy atmosphere. Hope to see you there

Gumbo Recipe
Seasoning mix: 2 tsp salt, ¾ tsp. ground red pepper, ¾ tsp. black pepper.
Ingredients: 2 pounds of rabbit cut up, 2 squirrels dressed about 2 lbs. total, cut up, 4 cups finely chopped onions,
1 cup finely chopped green bell peppers, 1 ¼ cups vegetable oil, 2 cups all purpose flour, 2 tbl. finely chopped
garlic, 4 quarts chicken stock, 1 pint spicy canned tomatoes, 1 tbl. Pepper vinegar, 1 lb, andouille sausage, ½ lb.
Tasso or smoked ham, 1 ½ tsp salt, 2 ½ cups chopped green onions, ½ cup finely chopped fresh parsley, 1 tbl file
gumbo powder, 3 ½ cups cooked hot white rice.
Combine seasoning mix and sprinkle over rabbit and squirrel. Set aside. Combine all onions and peppers in bowl
and set aside. In large heavy skillet heat the oil and make your Roux stirring constantly until flour is dark brown.
Remove and add half the onion and pepper mixture. Stir constantly until Roux stops browning. Place chicken
stock in large pot and boil. Add the roux slowly and add tomatoes, ground hot pepper vinegar and rabbit and
squirrel and Tasso and sausage. Cover pan and return to boil. Simmer 30 minutes. After 30 min. put in rest of
onion and bell pepper and salt and return to boil again. Simmer uncovered under meat is tender, about 1 hour.
Stir frequently. Add remaining green onions and left over vegetables. Add gumbo file. Serve immediately with
hot rice and more hot vinegar and file powder. Courtesy The Prudhomme Family Cookbook, Chef Paul
Prudhomme, 1987, page 202—206.
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The Arkansas Bowhunter Newsletter Changes

The Arkansas Bowhunter has been around for many years and has gone through many transformation. As with many things,
the cost just keeps going up. The annual expense of the newsletter is getting to a point that we have to seek other avenues
for distributing to our members or go up on the annual dues. So this is what we are going to try to do and see how it goes
for the next year.
Starting with this issue we will be sending it out electronically. We know that some of the members may not get the issue
so we’ll still be posting it on the website and asking you that did receive it to share with others.
The way this came about is the newsletter crew had a meeting in August and decided that we will mail out 2 newsletters a
year and send 2 a year electronically. This way we will reach all the current members. The schedule for producing a
newsletter will be the same February, May, August, and November. But we will send electronic copies out in May and
August and mail out issues in November and February.
With Don Gulledge moving on as Newsletter Editor Diana Watkins has volunteered to run the show until for now. We are
excited to have Diana joining our team. She comes to us with vast experience in computer technology, insight into business
and is devoted into getting more women involved in the sport of archery.
We would like to have feedback from you on this change. If you would like to send comments to Diana at
Diana@ArkansasBowhunters.org or to our general email address at ContactUs@ArkansasBowhunters.org.
As always we would like to have your stories and pictures to share with other members. It makes for a much better
newsletter when we share your stories.

THE PHASE
Setting in Owl Barber Shop in the summer of 1963 I picked up a hunting magazine. I believe it was an Outdoor
Life. A bow hunting article caught my attention. The article mentioned Ben Pearson from Arkansas and how he
and a few other men were helping archery grow and getting hunting season started in some states. There was a
sporting goods store about a block from the barber shop. When I got my hair cut I went to the store and they had
Pearson Bows and arrows for sale. When I got home I talked to my father about me buying a bow and some
arrows to hunt with. He said “you make the money and you can buy the bow and arrows.’ After mowing 10 or
so yards I had the $35.00 to buy the Pearson 2nd Recurve and 6 cedar arrows with Pearson Dead Head hunting
tips on them. My father told Mr. Chanse that this was a phase and it would not last long. Mr Chanse told me I
should be able to hit an 8 in paper plate. It took me about a month before I could hit the plate each shot. There
was a block of woods about a mile from our house and my father got me permission to hunt these woods. I had
no stands, camo clothes or any idea how to kill a deer. That did not stop this 12 year-old hunter from trying.
After two years of hunting I saw my first deer from my home made ground blind. I got so nervous I could not
draw my bow. Later that year I shot a doe at my father’s deer camp. A phase that my father said would last just a
short time is 50 years old and getting stronger each day.--Jim “Jello” Meyers
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Treasurer’s Message

When I became treasurer in 2014, I took it upon myself to get a handle on all the places the ABA spends money.
It appeared that we were taking in between $30,000 and $40,000 a year and spending all of it. This left nothing
to put back in savings in case we had to do something big like fight for bowhunters rights in court. The first year
as Treasurer I made sure we honored all the commitments we had. But the second year we dropped almost
everything. All the extra things we did were put on hold. We were not sure is we were going to have the money
coming in from the urban hunts. I also asked the volunteers and officers to cut back on any spending unless it
was absolutely necessary. As a result, our expenses are way down and the revenue is up this year. The urban
hunts fund a lot of the ABA’s programs. Without it we can’t support programs like National Archery in Schools
Program (NASP), Hunters Feeding the Hungry, International Bowhunters Education Program (IBEP), and several
smaller events that get youth involved in the sport of archery. All of this takes money.
Our year end officially closes September 30. We will close the books after the Fall Tournament. So how are we
doing so far? We are in good shape. From the charts you can see where we managed expenses better
throughout the year. Overall expenses were down and income was up for 2015. Since we took on more
responsibilities for the Urban Hunts, expenses in this area was up some.

As stated earlier, we will be recording all the final income and expenses by September 30th. By the next issue I’ll
have a yearend recap on how we ended up and a high level plan on what we might be able to do in 2016.
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2015-2016 Urban Hunt Changes

Wow. There were a lot of changes to the urban hunt process this year. We went from not sure if we were going
to have urban hunts to having an event that works well for everyone. I have to say that this would not have
happened if it wasn’t for the combined efforts of the Arkansas Game and Fish, the Arkansas Bowhunters
Association officers, the city officials, and the 20 to 25 volunteers who gave up their time to make this happen. I
would try to list all the people who worked so well together but I’m sure I would leave off several important
individuals. But a big “THANK YOU” for everyone who work for many hours to make this happen.
Several changes happened this year that most people would have just gave up on and said “the heck with it”.
The AGFC needed more help with the Urban Hunts so they asked the ABA to see if they would be willing to take
on some more responsibilities. JD Crawford, Jello Myers, Arron Nickson, and myself discussed it and we said sure
we can do it. Then Arron and I got together and tried to figure out how we can do all that stuff we said we could
do. But we did. The ABA also knew that the Cities need to have more lead way in to how the hunts are
conducted in their cities. The AGFC, city officials and JD Crawford met several times on coming up with common
rules that would be followed by everyone and added the special rules that would only apply to that city. This
cooperation was a big part of why we were able to have an urban hunt this season.
As most of you have noticed, the ABA was responsible for providing the Urban Hunt Registration and managing
the permits for Russellville, Fair Field Bay, Hot Springs Village, Heber Springs, Cherokee Village, and Horseshoe
Bend. We made several changes to our ABA website to manage this event. We hope it wasn’t too painful. We
also took on the responsibility to providing the dashboard placards. For everyone that pre-registered we tried to
have all the paperwork filled in before you arrived. We still allowed others to register at the orientation but it
took us longer to process their paperwork. The ABA wants to thank you for being patient with us. We know we
made a couple of mistakes here and there but I think we caught all of them before it caused anyone any issues.
Following are the rules set as a basis for the rules and regulations City officials have set some rules that apply to
just their cities. Much like the AGFC does with WMAs and management areas. So check out the city defined
rules as they will dictate what is going on in your hunting area.
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Urban Deer Hunt Program Protocol defined by the AGFC
Purpose: The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC) supports the use of regulated hunting as the most
effective and efficient way to manage wildlife populations. As part of a cooperative effort, the AGFC will provide
technical assistance and regulation framework in order to aid municipalities wishing to manage urban deer
populations and/or address urban deer issues through the use of archery hunting. The AGFC recognizes that
each municipality varies greatly with regards to its governance, population, demographics, land-use patterns,
and to the acceptance of urban deer management. Therefore, the AGFC has established an urban deer hunting
program which may be adapted to meet the municipalities’ needs.

Operating Rules:
All participating urban deer hunters are required to:
•
Possess a valid Arkansas (resident or nonresident) big game license.
•
Be a minimum of 6 years of age.
•
Possess a valid Urban Bowhunting Tag (Tags will be issued to the city by AGFC and individual tag
numbers and hunter information recorded by the city administration). Tag will be city specific and valid only for
that year.
•
Possess a valid dash vehicle dash placard issued by the city.
•
Use a longbow, recurve, or compound bow with at least a 35-pound pull and broadheads at least 7/8inch wide (the use of mechanicals is permissible); string-locks are not permitted.
•
Hunt in designated areas, and if hunting on private property, hunters must possess written permission
from the property owner.
•
Hunt at least 50 yards from any occupied dwelling without written permission.
•
Hunt at least 100 feet from the centerline of any road.
•
Attend an urban hunt orientation conducted by the participating city
•
Harvest a female deer (doe) first.
•
Donate first deer to Arkansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry (a 501C-3 charitable organization).
•
Check their harvest to the appropriate Urban Deer Zone via online at www.agfc.com , using the AGFC
app, or by telephone toll-free at 866-305-0808 within 24 hours of harvest.
•
Record their harvest confirmation number and date of harvest on the back of their vehicle dash placard.
The municipality may additionally decide to require or allow hunters to:
•
Use crossbows with minimum draw weight of 125-pounds and a mechanical safety.
•
Hunt at least 50 yards from designated trails or parks.
•
Shoot from ground blinds or shoot from deer stands that are at least 10 feet above the ground.
•
Pass a shooting proficiency test.
•
Pass the International Bowhunter Education Course.
*(Municipalities may consider requiring additional guidelines which
increase safety precautions.)
All municipalities participating in the Urban Deer Hunt Program are
required to:
•
Provide a completed and signed urban hunt application to the
AGFC by May 15th.
•
Conduct an urban hunt orientation for its hunters prior to its hunt.
•
Provide hunters will a list of “Rules of the Hunt” for their city.
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•
Issue vehicle dash placards to its hunters which legibly show the hunter’s name, address, phone
number, and date of birth.
•
Issue urban hunt tags to its hunters and record all necessary information requested on the urban hunter
registration ledger (provided by the AGFC).
*(Municipalities are encouraged to provide maps to their hunters which illustrate areas that are permissible or
off-limits to hunting.)
Deer Bag Limit: No bag limit. The first deer taken must be a doe, and must be donated to Arkansas Hunters
Feeding the Hungry; all subsequent deer harvested may be either-sex. All deer harvested under the Urban Deer
Hunt Program are considered bonus deer and do not count in the hunter’s seasonal bag limit. No antler
restrictions apply.
Urban Hunt Season: All urban deer hunts will open September 1st and close February 28th. However, a
participating municipality has the option to shorten its season within these available dates.

City Defined Requirements:

These requirements are defined by the cities and will be followed on top of the AGFC defined requirements.
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

10

16

16

16

16

16

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

N/A

No

No

N/A

No

No

N/A

None

Medical
Necessity on a
per cases basis

N/A

None

None

Will you allow hunters to hunt from the ground or require that
they hunt out of elevated stands only?
If you require hunters to hunt from an elevated stand, what will
6
the minimum height requirement be?
Will you require that hunters hunt a minimum distance of 50
7
yards from designated trails or parks?

Elevated
Stands

Elevated
Stands

Elevated
Stands

Elevated
Stands

Elevated
Stands

Elevated
Stands

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

8 Will you require your hunters to pass a shooting proficiency test?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Question:
Will you city require that urban hunt participants be older than 6
years old?
If you require your urban hunt participants to be older than 6
2 years old what will the minimum age requirement of your urban
hunt participants be?
3 Will your city allow the use of Crossbows?
If you city allows the use of crossbows will there be any
4
guidelines placed on who may use them?
1

If so, who may use crossbows?

5

Will you require your hunters to have passed the International
9
Bowhunter Education Program (IBEP)?
The approved time frame to conduct an urban deer hunt is
10 September 1st – February 28th. What dates will your city conduct its
hunt this season?
11 Additional Requirements?

9/1-11/30
and 1/1 –
1/31.
See Below

September 1 – September 1 – September 1 – September 1 – September 1 –
February 28th February 28th February 28th February 28th February 28th
See Below
See Below
None
None
None

Additional Requirements:
Cherokee Village:
1)
Visibly display permit on dash
2)
Wear Orange
3)
Hunt 100 yards from any structure or road
4)
Secure permission from property owners
Fairfield Bay:
1)
All property in FFB is private land. Hunters must possess written permission to hunt anywhere.
2)
Hunt 50 yards from golf course
Heber Springs:
1)
Must have valid Arkansas Hunting License
2)
Must have Hunters Education Card if born after 1968
3)
Must use archery only (compound or Crossbow)
4)
Must hunt during normal AGFC Bow Season (9/1/2015 – 2/28/1016)
5)
Possess written permission from a property owner if hunting on private property
6)
Shoot from a stand at least 10 feet above the ground
7)
Must check deer according to State guidelines
8)
Cover deer with poly tarp before and after school hours
9)
Please donate the first deer to Cash Saver’s, 1012 Highway 25B North, to help feed people of Cleburne
County
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Be sure to follow all the rules defined by the city they will overrule the rules
set by the AGFC. Also, be careful when checking your deer in with the AGFC.
There have been several people checking their deer in the regular deer zones
and not the ones noted for the urban hunt. There are separate zones set aside
for each city. So look for the urban hunt city in the county you are hunting.

One more thing I wanted to let you know in this article. We had 570 hunters hunting across the 6 cities. This
allowed us to give $2,850 to Arkansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry. We
were also able to pay all our bills and put back $8,000 in the CD for a
reserve in case we have to defend bowhunters rights in court or other
means. Good luck in the woods. If you have any success stories that you
would like to share please send them our way. Other hunters would like
read about them.

WOMEN ARKANSAS BOWHUNTERS
It was a hot afternoon in Pine Bluff. The wasps were buzzing about as ABA Officers discussed plans for the
coming year. One of the issues to be dealt with was the subject of women bowhunters. Of course, the only
woman in the room got the assignment. The Board Members gave me the names of women with outstanding
reputations as bowhunters and advocates for women bowhunters. First on the list was Wendy Panther, of
Russellville, AR. Wendy owns The Bow Shop in Russellville, and is a tireless advocate for women, youngsters,
and first time bowhunters. Two hours later my husband and I met Wendy in Russellville.
We spent the next hour listening to her. Wendy grew up in Texas where everybody bow hunts (her words).
When she came to Arkansas she just continued by entering tournaments. She did very well and had an
opportunity to start a bow shop in the present location with one bow. The rest is history.
During the hour a steady stream of adult male, young male and a couple female bowhunters came to ask her
questions, practice, and buy items. She continued without missing a step in demonstrating appropriate
bowhunting equipment for youth hunters and women. She guaranteed she could fit anyone with an
appropriate size and weight bow and make them successful. The only part they had to do was try to learn and
spend time practicing. A starter package was approximately $399.00. She acknowledged that for young women
with families this could present a problem.
For older, more mature women, this could be a new way of sharing their life experience with their partners, and
enjoy the woods and nature at the same time. Instead of spending less time with their mates they could spend
more time in the woods with them. They could also provide for their families, donate meat to Arkansas Feeding
the Hungry programs, and decrease the surplus deer population in Arkansas.She felt women needed extra
encouragement when they were first learning to bowhunt. Women are more apt to sense discouragement and
lack of confidence then their male counterparts when first learning to shoot a bow and arrow.
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The Unforgotten Hunt
by Anita Nickson

At the age of 12, we lived on a 27 acre farm in Western Arkansas. On that farm was a large
wooded area with a couple of ponds (the perfect spot to see deer at different times of the year). One
day we (me and my brother) were out roaming around by the pond and saw several deer tracks. One
of them was rather large. My brother (who was five years older than me) got very excited and was
determined that he was going to get him a BIG deer that year. He went and told everyone about the
big deer tracks we had seen and how he was going to be the one to kill it. The next morning, my
brother got up early in the morning and headed to the pond by 3am. There was a spillway that lead
from the pond to a creek. That year it was dry and full of leaves due to the lack of rain. My brother
found some broken cedar limbs, laid down in the spillway and covered himself with the leaves and
limbs. He had found and prepared a perfect hideout. Now he just had to wait for that BIG deer. He
waited for a while but began to get tired and sleepy. Before he realized anything, it was after daylight,
so he waited a little while longer, gathered up his stuff, and headed back to the house. When asked
about his hunting adventure he replied that he had not seen anything. Later on that day, my brother
and I went with my grandfather back out to the woods to look around. About 20 yards behind where
my brother had been hiding were several fresh deer tracks (proof that the deer had been there).
Apparently, my brother had fallen asleep and the deer had played behind him while he slept soundly
through it. Needless to say, even till this day, my brother still hasn’t lived that day down. We still
haven’t forgotten.

